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Parents are welcome in our school 

11
th
 November 2016 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of New Hinksey, 

 

We have had a lovely week in school although it has seemed quite quiet while a large group of Years 5 and 6 have 

been away on a residential. They have had an exciting time with lots of fresh air, facing new challenges and 

experiences. We look forward to welcoming them back this evening.   

Father James led an assembly on Thursday about Armistice Day and remembrance where we observed a period of 

silence.  

Well done and thank you to Year 1 for their charming sharing assembly this morning demonstrating their story telling 

and dancing skills. 

 

News from Classes: 

Foundation Stage – This week the children have been having a real ‘paintathon’ as Elizabeth calls it! They have 

really enjoyed mixing colours and have taken great care to produce some fantastic pictures. In role play the children 

have been putting out fires on numbered houses chalked onto the ground in the outside area. We also seem to have a 

lot of child sized ‘kittens’ crawling around at the moment! Some of the children have felt very motivated to practise 

writing many letters of the alphabet independently. 

Year 1 – We enjoyed brainstorming ‘wow’ words for small group firework performance poetry on Monday. For the 

rest of the week we have been busy thinking about the good and bad characters in the Diwali story. We wrote in role 

as one of the characters to describe how they would look and what they did. In maths we have focused on using what 

we know about number bonds in order to solve simple subtraction problems. We also enjoyed practising our dance for 

assembly! 

Year 2 – We have been writing about fireworks and have created amazing firework ‘shape’ poems. We have also 

made several different firework pictures. We have been learning the names of the countries which make up the UK 

and the name of their capital cities, as well as the names of the seas around the UK. We have been learning about 

Remembrance Day, wearing poppies and the First Word War. 

Year 3 – We enjoyed creating our own powerpoints about fireworks. In English we have worked hard to learn about 

the present perfect tense. In art we created our own firework printing blocks which we had fun printing with. In 

science we have found out about the reflection of light and experimented with mirror mazes and mirror writing. 

Year 4 – This week we have been asking questions about The Gunpowder Plot and using the internet to find answers. 

We are practising short conversations in French as well as learning the days of the week. On Wednesday we had a 

demonstration of how the digestive system processes food – much to the delight and discuss of everyone – thanks to 

Anna (Ernie’s mum) who is a biology teacher.  

Year 5 and 6 Group – We have been learning about the First Word War and Armistice Day. In particular we have 

learned a little about the young men who lived in the Grandpont area who went off to fight and did not return. We 

watched part of the ’66 Men of Grandpont’ DVD and did a little research using the website. Yesterday we had a 

lovely day out at SOAP. We made a fire and had sparklers; we had fun playing lots of parachute games. 

 

Data Collection Sheets – These have been sent home this week. Please return all of them to school – those with 

amendments and those with no changes. This is a useful opportunity to check that we have all your correct and up to 

date contact details. Many thanks. 

 

Parents’ Evenings – There will be an opportunity to book 10 minute individual appointments with your children’s 

class teacher at parents’ evenings which will be held on Tuesday 15
th

 November and Thursday 24
th

 November 

(both from 4pm till 7pm). The sign-up sheets are available outside classes. These meetings will also be an opportunity 

for parents of children with individual education plans for SEN to discuss progress and new targets. 



 

School Applications for Starting in Reception September 2017 – Please note that the deadline for submitting 

applications to the County Council Admissions Team is 15
th
 January 2017. If you have children who will be 4 years 

old by 1
st
 September 2017 then you will need to apply for a school place here even if your child is already in nursery. 

We are currently showing new families around. Please let us know if you are an existing family here with younger 

children who will be applying for a place. Also if you have local friends, neighbours or relatives with children who 

will need a school place in September 2017 please remind them to phone us to arrange for a school tour and to get 

their applications submitted in good time.   

 

After School Club and Wraparound Care Bills – The invoices for October were due for payment by today Friday 

11
th
 November. If you have not yet paid please make sure the debts are cleared over the weekend using ParentPay.  

 

Uniform – We will be sending off an order in the coming weeks so please let us know or collect an order form asap if 

you require new sweatshirts, t-shirts or polo shirts. 

 

Reward Box Donations – Thank you for the wonderful selection of things that you have sent in to keep the reward 

box stocked up. 

 

School Association Christmas Card Fundraiser - Look out in book bags for your child's Christmas card design. 

You will have the opportunity to have them printed professionally (even as extra gift tags) and delivered back to 

school by the first week of December - plenty of time to send them to friends and family before Christmas. Feedback 

from last year's products was that they looked fantastic! The printed message inside is optional, so you could even 

consider using them as 'Thank you' cards or blank note cards!  New Hinksey will receive about £1 from every pack of 

cards ordered, so this is also a great charity purchase supporting the school.  The deadline for orders being returned 

to school is Friday 18th November, so don't miss out. Cheques made out to New Hinksey School Association 

please. 

 

Job Vacancy – we currently have a lunchtime supervisor job advertised for 7.5 hours per week. If you, or any friends, 

are interested please look at Oxfordshire County Council School Support Job Vacancies online and apply using the 

application form there. Many thanks.  

 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Charlotte Haynes 

 

Dates for Diaries  

 

Monday 14
th
 November – nursing team in for nasal flu vaccines (letters and forms already sent to relevant age groups) 

Tuesday 15
th
 November – Parents’ Evening, 4pm – 7pm 

Monday 21
st
 November – Woodlands Assembly, 2.30pm in hall 

Thursday 24
th
 November – Parents’ Evening, 4pm – 7pm 

Friday 25
th
 November – Year 4 Sharing assembly, 9.10am in hall 

Thursday 1
st
 December – Starting to Read information session for Reception Parents, 2.30pm with Elaine 

Friday 2
nd

 December – Year 6 sharing Assembly, 9.10am in hall 

Thursday 8
th
 December – Christingle Service in church (time to be confirmed) 

Friday 9
th
 December – Christmas Bazaar, 3pm – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 13
th
 December – Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance, 2pm in hall 

Wednesday 14
th
 December – Foundation Stage Nativity, 9.30am in hall 

Wednesday 14
th
 December – Key Stage 1 Christmas Performance, 2pm in hall 

Thursday 15
th
 December – School Christmas Lunch (and special visitor – ho, ho, ho!) 

Friday 16
th
 December – End of Term at 1pm 

 

This year Grandpont Nursery’s Christmas Bazaar will be held on Friday 2nd December 2.30pm-

4.30pm. Do try to go along at the end of the day after school – lots of exciting stalls and activities.   


