
Woodpeckers Topic Title:  Long Ago and Far Away Term: Autumn 19 
English 
Class Books: How to Train 

Your Dragon by Cressida 

Cowell. Leonardo da Vinci For 

Kids: His Life and His Ideas by 

Janis Herbert. 

Fantasy Fiction: Use How to 

Train Your Dragon to study 

plots, characters and settings. 

Write own effective and 

engaging stories with dialogue. 

Non-Fiction: Recounts: 

research and record historical 

events of the gunpowder plot. 

Instructions/Explanations: 

linked with science work. 

Haikus and Syllabic Poems: 

use contemporary Japanese 

popular culture to frame the 

study of poems with  

descriptive language and 

adverbials. 

Reading and Learning Poems: 

read, learn, compare and write 

a range of poems. Gather 

together favourites in a class 

anthology. 

Speaking and Listening: pose 

questions, use role play, 

prepare a presentation for an 

audience, including a poetry 

recital. 

Storytelling: Topic based 

stories including The 

Gunpowder Plot. 

Maths: 
Addition and subtraction: 

mental strategies; understand 

place value to develop 

calculation strategies; formal 

written methods; count up to 

find change; choose different 

methods of subtraction. 

Multiplication and division: 

learn and use facts to solve 

more advanced problems; 

improve mental strategies; 

extend understanding of 

fractions and decimals. 

Measurement: tell the time, 

calculate time intervals; use m, 

cm, mm for length, including 

perimeters. 

 Fractions and Decimals: add 

using place value in formal 

addition. 

Measures and data: measure, 

read scales and collect, 

interpret and record data.  

Geometry: angles as degrees of 

‘turn’, comparison, identification 

and measurement of angles. 

Number: Compare and order 

whole numbers and decimals;  

find equivalence in proper 

fractions and decimals. 

 

Opportunities for topic 

related Maths 
Time interval, relative distances 

in space, data handling (science). 

 

 

Science 

Living Things:  
Group in different way, use 

classification keys, explain 

how changes in environment 

can impact living things. 

Describe life-cycles of plants 

and animals. 

Earth and Space: 
Explain the movement of 

planets relative to the Sun. 

Computing 

IT: Use Google Drive to 

select, research, present 

and save data. 

Programming: use Scratch 

Animation to learn about 

algorithms, sequence, 

repetition and debugging. 

Presenting: make a topic 

linked slide show. 

Music/Singing 
Listen and appraise a 

classical repertoire: Medieval 

period to the 21st Century, 

including samples from BBC 

10 Pieces. Recap on terms 

including pulse, rhythm, 

pitch, tempo, timbre, 

dynamics and chords. Learn 

to play the recorder and 

glockenspiel. 

Geography/History 
Develop a class timeline to 

plot key periods, people, 

artefacts and events in 

Europe. Compare alongside 

other world history (linked 

with Art and Music). Explore 

the key events of gunpowder 

plot and examine the role of 

parliament in UK history. 

Art/DT 
Find out how Leonardo da Vinci 

used observational drawing to 

understand the world. Draw 

nature from life. Explore 2D 

and 3D portraiture over time 

and study the influence of 

African art on European 

artists. Design, make and 

evaluate an item from 

recycled clothes 

RE 
Why are sacred texts 

important to people of 

different faiths? Explore 

and compare different ways 

of showing belief. What is 

the importance of Mary? 

Explain the role of Mary in 

Christian life and the 

Christmas story in particular. 

PE 

Outdoor: play team games 

including hockey, netball 

and football. Develop ball 

skills of hitting, striking, 

fielding, kicking, 

dribbling, throwing and 

catching. 

Indoor:explore different 

apparatus in gymnastics. 

Languages 
Share short phrases of the 

range of languages spoken 

within the class.  

French: Name and describe 

people, places and objects. 

Ask questions and give a 

response using a short 

phrase. Develop reading and 

writing skills in French. 

PSHCE 
New Beginnings: discuss 

themes of belonging, self-

awareness, understanding 

and managing feelings, social 

skills, choices, rights and 

responsibilities. Getting On 

and Falling Out: Explore 

friendship, empathy, working 

together, managing anger, 

resolving conflict. 

 


