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Parents are welcome in our school 

22 November 2019 

 

Dear Parents, Carers, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of New Hinksey, 

 

Thank you to all those families who attended parents evenings this week. It is really useful to share your children’s 

learning with you.  

News From Classes: 

Foundation Stage (Ducklings – nursery; Robins - reception) – It has been another busy week in Robins. We have 

been finding out answers to our big space questions using the information books and the internet. We have made some 

planets using printing inks and rollers and then mark making on top of the paper to reveal the imprint of the ink. We 

hope to display these in the classroom. Our number of the week was 7 so we have been looking at different ways to 

make 7. Our sounds this week were ‘e’ and ‘l’. On Wednesday we had lots of fun in the hall doing PE for the first time. 

The Robins were great at pairing up for some throwing and catching practice. Ducklings have made large paintings and 

drawings and enjoyed ‘10 in the Bed’ books. 

Finches – We have started the countdown to Christmas!  This week we have started practising for our nativity and it is 

already looking like it is going to be a show-stopper!  In literacy, we have been writing an information leaflet about 

dinosaurs using all the facts we learnt at the museum.  In numeracy we have been using positional language to describe 

where objects are. 

Owls – This week Year 2 have been practising using a 100 square to add and take away 2-digit numbers whilst Year 3 

have been positioning 3-digit numbers in number-lines and rounding to the nearest 10 and 100.  We have been learning 

about the discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb in 1922 and drawing some of the famous objects.  We learnt about teeth 

using the children’s university of Manchester website, which also has a great Egypt section.  We have been thinking 

about incisors, canines and molars, the parts of a tooth, tooth-friendly food and what sweet food we eat in a day.  We 

are still sharing books with our Year 6 reading buddies and Miss K continues to be really impressed with the older 

children’s kindness and encouragement of the younger children’s reading. 

Doves – We have really enjoyed our exercise sessions with Ajaye and Alexa.  It has shown us fun and enjoyable ways 

to keep fit and reminded us about how important diet and sleep are.  A big thank you to them both!  This week we have 

learnt all about the importance of the River Nile to the people of Egypt.  We have created informative posters to show 

all the interesting facts that we have learnt.  In maths we have worked hard to develop skills relating to telling the time 

by matching analogue and digital times, solving word problems and adding on amounts of minutes and hours. 

Woodpeckers – We have been looking at the features of a persuasive letter and devised a ‘check list’ for our own 

letters, which we will write next week.  In maths Year 4s have been looking at the measurement of weight and 

collecting and displaying data.  Year 5s have been using protractors to measure and find missing angles.  Our Benin 

masks have been ‘bronzed’ and are now on display and we have begun to design our pocket monsters for D.T. 

Kingfishers – We have been learning to find fraction equivalents in order to add and subtract fractions. Phew! The 

class have worked really hard as this is a difficult concept to master. We have also been working out percentages of 

amounts. In science we have begun our new topic on light and have started making either a periscope or a shadow 

puppet to help further our understanding of how light travels. In art we are continuing to explore the abstract works of 

Miro.  

Fantastic news: 

We are very proud of the following 76 children who all came to school every day during the first half-term:  Halimah, 

Saaliha, Ellis, Lucas, Jonah, Scarlett, Isaac A, Gabriel, Taya, Gabriele, Raffaele, Amelia A, Vittorio, Manha, Desi, 

Immy, Sophia, Grace, Louis C, Neve, Lucy C, Raiyan, Chris, Caaynaat, Yasmeenah, Jacob, Noah D, Edward D-F, 

Nicky, Maisie, Kaleb, Ruby, Clara F-N, Harry F, Olly, Leigh, Ashna, Flora, Jose, Dexter, Tarn, Freddie H, Natasha, 

Tatiana, Edward J, Lucy J, Matthew J, Amna, Olive, Ava, Chemu, Ludo, James N, Bradley, Amber, Benjamin, 

William R, Freddie R, Rosie, Iris, Noam, Ayla, Ayliffe, Mia, Jack, Fiona, Charlotte, Clara VD, Rosa, Amy, Luke, 

Joshua, Poppy, Zavaan, Clara W, Ella W. 
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Applying for School Places for Reception in September 2020 -Was your child born between 1st September 2015 

and 31st August 2016? If so, from 1st November you need to apply for a reception place even if your child is currently 

attending our school nursery here at New Hinksey. The deadline for applications is 15th January 2020. If you know of 

relative, neighbours and friends with children of this age in this side of Oxford, please do encourage them to go on our 

website and to come for a look around the school. For more information on how to apply for your child's school place 

please visit: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/infant-and-primary-school. 

 

Data Update Forms – every child had a form sent home last week.  Please check, sign and return as soon as possible 

even if there are no amendments.  Thank you. 

 

Second Hand Sale - A big thank you to everyone who donated to or came to last Friday's second hand sale. We raised 

a total of £85 for the school. Many thanks to Amy and Dawn for the time they spent coordinating this. 

 

Flu Vaccinations 
Please ensure that you register online for your child to receive a flu vaccination in school on Monday 2 December.  The 

registration needs to have taken place by 28 November so that the paperwork is triaged and the nurses can ensure that 

they have sufficient vaccinations in school.  You need to go to https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu.  The 

code for this school is OX123142. 

 

PE Kit for Outside PE – The classteachers have asked me to remind all parents that every child must have a change of 

PE kit suitable for doing outside PE in cold weather in school.  Thank you. 

 

International Evening – We would love as many families as possible to join us for International Evening on Friday 

29
th
 November 6.30 – 8.00pm. This is a lovely social evening celebrating our diverse cultural and international make 

up of families. There is no charge for the evening, we simply ask for everyone to bring a dish of food to contribute to 

the shared buffet table. There is a cash bar on the night. A sign-up sheet is now available in the Glass House.  Please 

note that children must be accompanied by their parents who have responsibility for them throughout the evening.  

 

Christmas Bazaar – help needed! -The bazaar is happening on Friday 6 December, 3-4.30pm, and we need your 

help! Please let Louisa or April know if you could help on a stall, paint faces, set up or tidy away.  

Donations: we will be on the lookout for bottles and festive items for raffle prizes, chocolates for the chocolate 

tombola, and small toys for the lucky dip. Please hand in to raffle ticket sellers in the playground in the week leading 

up to the bazaar.  The oldest child in each family will have brought home two raffle ticket books to sell.  Please do sell 

and return stubs and money to school as soon as possible.  There are more books available for anyone who thinks they 

could sell more. 

 

Festive Wreath-Making, Wednesday 4 December, 8-10pm.  - Please join us for a fun evening making evergreen 

wreaths to sell at the Christmas Bazaar. Bring along any greenery you can spare from your garden, and ribbons etc. for 

decoration, and learn how to make lovely Christmas wreaths. Last year there was even mulled wine. Email 

april.elizabeth.jones@gmail.com for the location.   

 

Temporary Change to Foundation Stage Staffing – Elizabeth (Ducklings teacher) will not be here for a few weeks 

from Thursday 28
th
 whilst she recovers after an operation on her heel. Sarah will be caring for the Ducklings whilst 

Elizabeth is off. Bimla and Sandra, both experienced teaching assistants who have worked in Foundation Stage before, 

will be supporting Polly with the Robins group. We wish Elizabeth all the best and hope she is back on her feet and 

mobile soon. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
Charlotte Haynes 

 

Dates for Diaries  

Friday 29
th

 November – International Evening in the school hall 6.30 – 8pm (see above and please sign up) 

Monday 2
nd

 December – Flu immunisations for Year Reception to Year 6 

Tuesday 3
rd

 December – Vision Tests for Reception Children 

Friday 6
th

 December 9.10am Sharing Assembly for Owl Class 

Friday 6
th

 December - Christmas Bazaar 3 – 4.30pm 

Tuesday 17
th

 December 9.30am - Foundation Stage Nativity to parents in the school hall 

Tuesday 17
th

 December 2pm - Year 1 Musical Nativity to parents in the school hall 

Wednesday 18
th

 December – School Christmas Lunch and jolly festive visitor ho, ho, ho! 

*Thursday 19
th

 December 10am – School Christingle Service in Church*  

Thursday 19
th

 December - End of Term at 1pm after lunch. 
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