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Parents are welcome in our school 

26th February 2021 

 

Dear Pupils, Parents, Staff and Governors,  

 

This week’s newsletter is the same for all families whether your children are in school or home learning. It is 

also a short letter as yesterday we hope you saw, on the website or in Google Classroom, a detailed 

information sheet about the return to school for all pupils from March 8th. We are so looking forward to 

having all our wonderful pupils back in their classes with their teachers and friends. 

 

This Week’s Class News 

Foundation Stage – Robins have been talking a lot about spring this week. We have painted blossom for 

our class tree and done some observational drawings of flowers. In maths we have been matching numerals 

to groups of objects. Ducklings have been making some ducklings for our spring display! 

Finches – In English we have been looking at whether animals should be kept in zoos and in maths we have 

been practising counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. In science we sorted animals into herbivores, carnivores and 

omnivores, and in DT we made carp kites, which looked beautiful fluttering in the sunny breeze. 

Owls – We have been learning the Australian story of ‘Tiddalik the Thirsty Frog’. We have been finding out 

about Australian desert habitat, desert animal food chains and life cycles. In maths we have been doing 

fractions. 

Doves – We have been on a virtual trip to Berlin. We have enjoyed learning ‘The Musicians of Bremen’ by 

the Brothers Grimm. We liked listening to music by Bach and drawing in the style of Paul Klee. We have 

learnt how to say colours in German. 

Woodpeckers – We have been finding out all about an amazing woman called Maya Angelou – famous for 

her writing and poetry. Did you know that she read a poem at President Clinton’s inauguration? We have 

enjoyed exploring her poem ‘Caged Bird’. It has been great to discover Kahoot too. 

Kingfishers – A warm welcome back to learning after the half term rest. We are enjoying stories and drama 

activities in English, and plotting coordinates (Yr 5), interpreting graphs and finding averages (Yr 6) in 

maths. We’ve also been looking at lines of latitude and longitude, finding out about Gurdwaras, working on 

a manga graphic novel double spread, and looking at light in science, amongst other things! 

 

World Book Day – This takes place on Thursday 4th March next week.  

World Book Day for Robins: At our Google Meet on Thursday 4th March, children are invited to dress up 

as a book character or share what their favourite story is. All week we will be using stories and activities 

from the World Book Day website including stories by Lydia Monks. There will be recordings of Polly 

reading two of the stories. All information about the activities will posted on Google Classroom that week so 

the only preparation is to start thinking of your book character costume if you want to dress up.   

World Book Day for Finches: At our Google Meet on Wednesday 3rd March, children can be in fancy 

dress and are invited to share what their favourite book is with the group. On World Book Day itself, 

Thursday 4th March, children attending school, home learners, Miss Martins and Sonia, are invited to dress 

as a character from a book and home learners are welcome to take a walk past the playground railings at 

lunchtime play 12.15 – 12.40 to see, at a little distance, each other’s costumes. Children will be using 

Author and Illustrator Academy that week. 
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World Book Day for Owls: Home learners are invited to dress as a book character on Friday 5th March for 

the Google Meet at 1.30pm. Children in school are encouraged to dress up as a book character on World 

Book day which is Thursday 4th March. There will be activities on Google Classroom for both home and 

school learners on 4th March focussing on making a Picture Book Theatre to use with puppets. Everyone is 

encouraged to talk to family members (siblings, parents, grandparents) about their favourite books and why. 

World Book Day for Doves: During the week 1st – 5th March Doves will be exploring an author a day and 

will have a quiz at the Google Meet on Friday 5th. 

World Book Day for Woodpeckers: Woodpeckers will be directed via Google Classroom to a live story 

share with Katherine Rundell, author of ‘The Explorer’. This will be at 10.30 am on Friday 5th March. 

World Book Day for Kingfishers: Kingfishers will be set activities via Google Classroom including 

making book covers for favourite books and designing a bedroom for your favourite storybook character!  

 

Help Raise Money for School message from A-Plan Insurance 

We at A-Plan Insurance take great pride in being part of the local community and this has always been at 

the heart of what we are about, and in these testing times, supporting local schools is now more important 

than ever. Which is why we’re launching our “IT4Schools” campaign. 

How it works - for every person that calls us for a new quote for car, van, home or business insurance, we’ll 

donate £10 towards laptops or other important equipment needed, and even if they don’t take out a policy 

with us. So, the more quotes we receive, the more we will donate to your school. 

How can you get involved?  

All parents need to do is call A-Plan Oxford on 01865 241441, quote “IT4Schools” and mention your 

school (New Hinksey Primary). Our campaign runs until 5th March 2021, and shortly after that we’ll 

arrange a payment to be made directly to your school. 

  

Please take the time to find and read the information sheet about returning to school on March 8th. It can be 

found on the School website and in each of your children’s Google Classroom accounts. Thank you. 

 

Have a good weekend everyone. 

 

Best wishes from us all at New Hinksey. 

 

Charlotte Haynes 

 


