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Parents are welcome in our school 

5th November 2021 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
We hope everyone is refreshed after the half term break.  
 
A few reminders: 

• As the weather has now got colder, please can children have a few layers of clothes on each day because we 
are still keeping windows and some doors open to maintain good ventilation. 

• Children must wear suitable clothes for PE to school on the days they have PE – jogging bottoms or leggings, 
t shirts/sweatshirts and trainers. Finches – Mondays and Thursdays; Owls – Tuesdays and Fridays; Doves – 
Wednesdays and Fridays; Woodpeckers – Mondays and Thursdays; Kingfishers – Tuesdays and Fridays. 

• All children should have a waterproof coat or jacket in school everyday for use at playtimes. 

• The New Hinksey School sponsored run/jog/walk for Years 1 - 6 will take place next Wednesday (10th) so 
please make sure your child is wearing suitable clothes and footwear for the event, Also, remember to 
send in their sponsorship money which children should hand to their teacher. Thank you. 

• Children who are unwell or who have any possible covid symptoms should not come into school and should 
get a PCR test to check that they are not covid positive.  

 
Children’s Nasal Spray Flu Vaccines – Your child will have brought home a separate letter today explaining about the 
process for receiving a flu vaccine, which is due to take place in school on 2nd December. Please note that parents 
have to complete the online consent form as instructed in the letter. School cannot do this for you. 
 
PTA Relaunch Meeting: Friday 12 November, 8pm, Duke of Monmouth pub - We need to get active again! We're 
hoping to run a Christmas raffle, an Easter raffle, and a Summer Fete this year, alongside other smaller events, to 
make sure the PTA can keep on giving vital support to the school. Parents old and new, please join us with your ideas 
and enthusiasm! 
 
Starting School in Reception in September 2022 – Parents/Carers of children born between 1st September 2017 and 
31st August 2018 (Inclusive) need to apply for a school place for September 2022. If this applies to you, please go to 
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications to make an 
application. We have a lovely flip book presentation about our Foundation Stage on the school website and we are 
also doing face to face tours of the school for prospective parents. Do spread the word and let friends, neighbours 
and other family members know if they have children who fall into this age bracket. The window for making on-line 
applications opens on 2nd November 2021 and closes on January 15th 2022. 
 
School Lunches New Menu – There is a new menu in place, and we are back to all children eating in the hall 
(staggered times for each of Robins, Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2). If you have not yet done so, please check out the 
new three weekly menus in ParentPay and discuss choices with your children. Please also make sure that there is 
credit in ParentPay before meals are booked and ordered. It is very helpful if you have pre-booked. 
 
Story Museum Maggie’s Day Event – We are very proud of the group of twenty children who represented our 
school so beautifully and confidently by performing some group poems that they had written to an audience at The 
Story Museum on Tuesday. The museum sent us a lovely email full of praise for the poems and the children. 
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Plea for Dressing Up Clothes – If you have any unwanted or grown out of costumes and dressing up clothes suitable 
for Infant sized children (4 – 7 years) we’d love to have them for Finch Class. We are looking for anything other than 
princess dresses which we already have plenty of! Thank you. 
 
Morning Club and After School Club Bills for October – These were put in ParentPay over the half term holiday and 
paper copies were sent home this week. The deadline for payment is Friday 12th November. 
 
Parents’ Evenings – we have set aside the evenings of Wednesday 17th November, Thursday 25th November and 
Monday 29th November between 4.15pm and 7.10pm for face-to-face 10 minute parent – teacher appointments. 
Next week teachers will start to approach parents to offer slots. Please could parents make arrangements to attend 
without bringing children and siblings along with them. Thank you. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – The Robins have talked a lot about fireworks and Diwali this week. We have made colourful 
firework paintings and clay diva candle holders. We have learned our two new sounds ‘m’ and’ ‘a’ in phonics. In 
maths we have explored triangles and circles and looked at how they look when they are rotated. We have also 
looked at some of Wassily Kandinsky’s paintings using those shapes. Our gate opens at 8.40am and closes at 8.50am. 
If children are late, it is disruptive for all the class at this important time of the day. Please can you endeavour to be 
arriving no later than 8.50am. Thank you. Ducklings have had fun with different versions of ‘The Bear Hunt’ and have 
made fantastic firework pictures. 
Finches – This week we have enjoyed learning about Diwali. We have learnt the song ‘Diwali is Here’ and made our 
own clay diva lamps. In English we read ‘The Story of Rama and Sita’ and have enjoyed retelling the story. In maths 
we have looked at place value to 30. We learnt about the Gunpowder Plot in history and in art we created fabulous 
firework pictures. 
Owls – We have had a busy week of festivals in Owl Class. We have explored the Mexican Day of the Dead, Diwali 
and Bonfire night, making some striking artworks. In English we have been reading and writing poetry about dragons 
and fireworks. In maths we have been working on number e.g. using money to find 10 more or 10 less. 
Doves – We have begun to listen to ‘The Labours of Heracles’ and to plan our own adventures. In science the Year 3s 
have started a topic about light, beginning with learning about light sources. Year 4s are choosing a famous scientist 
to research and will present it to the class. In outdoor PE we are enjoying tag rugby and in indoor PE learning a 
different type of dance each week, beginning with Zumba. 
Woodpeckers – We have started this half term with a classroom table change around which we are all pleased with. 
We also have a new display of our wonderful pastel drawings of Viking longships in a stormy seascape. We have 
learnt about Danelaw in our continuing topic about the Viking era. We’ve enjoyed learning about Guy Fawkes and 
The Gunpowder Plot – the origins of Bonfire Night.  
Kingfishers – We had an interesting start to the week when some children performed a class poem at The Story 
Museum, and the rest of us found out about COP26, climate change and things we can do to help save ‘our other 
mother’. We made posters to remind everyone in school of some of the little things we can do that will make a big 
difference.  We have also researched facts about the Gunpowder Plot and used this to write about it from the point 
of view of a witness. In maths we have practised methods of multiplication and skills of rounding to estimate. In 
science we have begun an electrical festive light challenge. 
 
Wishing you all a happy weekend. 
 
Best wishes from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team. 
 
 
 
 
 


