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18th March 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
Wow! What a fantastic effort everyone has made to support Ukrainian refugees. Your donations and generosity have 
been superb showing how much we all care about innocent families whose lives have been turned upside down by the 
war in Ukraine. Thank you to Tracey who received the request only a week ago and organised our response. Thank you 
to you all for your donations of food, clothes, toiletries, toys, medical supplies, sleeping bags and financial donations. 
Thank you to Tracey, her son, Ben, and Freddie’s mum, Laura, for loading their cars up on Thursday afternoon and 
transporting everything to Carterton. The RAF will be flying the donations from Oxfordshire schools to where they are 
most needed this afternoon. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Robins have started using Oliver Jeffer’s book, ‘Here We Are’, to think about our planet. We 
have used Google Earth to explore where we are and talked about what we can see around our school. As part of 
science week, we have done lots of planting (sunflower seeds, cress, mustard and pea seeds). In maths we have been 
measuring height and time. We had lots of fun finding out how many smiley faces we could draw in one minute. 
Ducklings have been using the Spot stories to explore positional language and really enjoyed exploring the shaving 
foam clouds on Thursday.  
Finches – In English we read the story ‘Barry the Fish with Fingers’ and then used the Chromebooks to research the 
Great Barrier Reef. We also learnt the rules about whether to add -s or -es to nouns to make them plural such as 
cat/cats but fox/foxes and branch/branches. In maths we have learning to tell the time to o’clock and half past. We 
had great fun learning about the importance of minibeasts in the NFU (National Farmers Union) live lesson that we 
watch, and then we made seed bombs with seeds that are great for pollinators.   
Owls – This week we have been exploring various versions of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ and creating our own scary witches 
and houses to tempt children. In maths we have been learning more about time (what we can do in one minute, how 
calendars work, telling the time) and using pictograms to show data. In history we learnt about Victorian ‘doctress’, 
traveller and entrepreneur Mary Seacole. We were thinking about the role of hygiene in keeping us healthy during our 
science. We loved watching the NFU live lessons this science week – we saw a lamb being born and learnt about the 
importance of minibeasts on farms. 
Doves – We have enjoyed taking part in lots of science activities this week. We measured our femurs, then recorded 
how far we could jump. Next, we worked out if the person with the longest femur jumped the furthest. We found out 
that there was no link! We have planned our own sport investigations making sure we think carefully about fair testing. 
In English we have looked at diary writing features and written diaries from the perspective of Danny. We enjoyed 
using our rhino sketches, inspired by the artist Durer, to create printing tiles. 
Woodpeckers – Year 5 children have been busy producing an information leaflet about river pollution issues, along 
with some things that can be done to help prevent it. Meanwhile, Year 4 have been learning facts about the equator, 
the tropics and the northern and southern hemispheres. The whole class, in English, have retold the story of ‘Macbeth’ 
– they have all done a brilliant job, working incredibly hard to ensure they have used correct punctuation. Some of us 
have been drawing a portrait of Shakespeare. 
Kingfishers – To mark British Science Week, we have enjoyed some extra space-related science activities including, 
designing a planet friendly healthy burger, modelling a Martian which will survive the extreme environment (as 
homework) and creating a solar system slide show. We all worked hard in maths to solve problems involving scaling 
and ratio (Yr 6s) and subtraction (Yr 5s). A belated thank you to Annie who brought in some pizza bread for us to 
sample in DT. Finally, a reminder to dress appropriately for the weather for our Hogacre trip next Friday (25th). 
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Reminder – Children should not wear any jewellery to school other than a wristwatch if they want to and small stud 
earrings if they have pierced ears. The following should not be worn in school: rings, bracelets, necklaces. Thank you. 
 
Important Request re Mobile Phones – Some older children bring a mobile phone to school as a security measure 
because they are coming to and from school by themselves. This is the only acceptable reason for junior aged children 
to have a mobile phone in school. If this is the case, please talk to your child to make it clear that during the school day 
their phone must be switched off and zipped safely into their bag or backpack. The phone should then stay there till 
going home time.  
 
Covid Update – Thankfully we have had fewer new infections this week, but we still have positive cases in 
Woodpeckers, Robins and Finches.  Some children are turning out to be positive with no symptoms, others are just not 
themselves and some are quite poorly with fevers and winter cold like symptoms. Whatever the circumstances of their 
positive tests the following guidance should be followed: 
 

• Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they are 
infectious.  

• They should take an LFD test on day 5 after their positive test, followed by another one the next day (day 6).  

• If both these tests’ results are negative, they can return to school as long as they feel well enough to do so 
and do not have a temperature.  

• If their day 5 LFD test result is positive, they should continue taking daily LFD tests until they receive 2 
consecutive negative test results 24 hours apart.  

• This means that the earliest children can return is 6 days after their positive LFT and only if they have had a 
negative test on both day 5 and day 6. 

 
Future Events and Activities  
Friday 25th March Kingfishers to Hogacre 
Friday 25th March Robins to The Story Museum 
Monday 28th March, Wednesday 30th March & Tuesday 5th April 4.15 – 7.15pm Face to Face Parents Evenings (teachers 
are approaching you and making contact with sign up sheets and available slots) 
Friday 1st April Doves to Hogacre  
Friday 8th April Easter Raffle (we’ll be asking for donations nearer the time) 
Wednesday 25th May Whole School and Families Picnic at SOAP Platinum Jubilee Celebration Event (save the date!) 
Thursday 16th June Reception – Year 6 School Trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park 
Saturday 25th June (provisional) date for our Summer Fete 
 
Bike and Scooter Safety – Please could parents of young children supervise them and keep them close by to you when 
coming to and from school. Also, parents of older children who ride to school by themselves, must talk to them about 
using the roads responsibly, looking before they pull out of side roads and not scooting up and down the middle of the 
road when waiting for school to open. Although our road is quiet, the local residents, dustbin lorries, delivery drivers 
etc do have a right to use the road – it is a public highway.  We want everyone to be happy and safe. Thank you. 
 
Assemblies/Collective Worship this week have focussed on the value of ‘perseverance’ and having what it takes to 
keep going even in difficult times.  
 
The Oxford Literary Festival starts next week on Monday 21st and lasts for two weeks. There are many great events 
and talks for children and young people as well as mazing things for adults. The following link should take you to the 
schedule:  https://oxfordliteraryfestival.org/literature-events/2022/children-%26-young-people . If you just google 
Oxford Literary Festival 2022 you can get to all the information you need. 
 
Wishing you all a happy weekend from Charlotte Haynes and The New Hinksey Team. 
 
Key Dates 
The term ends on Friday 8th April 2022 at 1.15pm after lunch. 
Easter Holiday is Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April 2022 
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