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4th March 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
It was lovely to see so many children and staff dressed up on World Book Day - a real celebration of the 
wonderful worlds that books can take us to.  There was lots of talk about favourite books and much-loved 
characters – Harry Potter is still a firm favourite with many children! 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – The children have enjoyed making some lovely clay fish having listened to the stories 
‘The Fish Who Could Wish’ and ‘The Rainbow Fish’. On World Book Day Robins enjoyed going to the hall with 
Finches and Owls to parade their book character costumes and have fun talking about favourite books. The 
children have missed Polly this week but have impressed Loraine with their reading and their counting. It was 
lovely having Polly back on Friday. 
Finches – We have been enjoying the ‘Supertato’ books by our author for this term, Sue Hendra. In maths we 
have looked at odd and even numbers and been counting in 2s, 5s and 10s. We had an amazing time 
celebrating World Book Day. We made story spoons of our favourite book characters, and we had a fantastic 
time taking part in a shared reading session with Woodpeckers. 
Owls – We are now exploring Anthony Browne’s retellings of fairy tales. This week we have concentrated on 
‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’ and have written our own versions with new characters, settings and props. 
In science we started learning about teeth. In history we have been learning about a famous Victorian – 
Florence Nightingale. 
Doves – We have begun to learn about our new Amazing Author, Roald Dahl.  We have found out interesting 
facts about him and drawn his portrait. Our class novel is ‘Danny, the Champion of the World’ which we have 
begun to listen to. World Book Day was lots of fun with amazing costumes. We had a book quiz and designed 
golden tickets and chocolate bars! We enjoyed showing our favourite books. In French we have learnt the 
names of rooms in our school and are becoming confident at having short conversations with each other. 
Woodpeckers – It has been lovely to welcome more Year 4 children into the class and well done to all 
Woodpeckers for being such a happy group – everyone seems very at home already. Year 4s have explored 
Europe, both the countries that make up the continent and the group of countries that are part of the 
European Union – they are not identical! Year 5s have been finding out about the uses humans make of 
rivers and the environmental problems that this can cause. The children enjoyed our World Book Day 
activities – some of them talked a little about a favourite book. They designed new book covers and/or wrote 
a blurb for a book that they liked. They spent some time sharing stories with children in Finch Class. Well 
done to so many children for dressing up! 
Kingfishers – We have enjoyed dipping into extracts from other Harry Potter books and learning more about 
the features of recounts. In maths, Year 5s have focussed on fractions and short division while Year 6s have 
been multiplying and dividing fractions. We began a new topic of ‘Evolution and Inheritance’ in science and 
became dog breeders, discovering wonderful mixed breeds including a ‘Chug’ (a cross between a Chihuahua 
and a Pug!). 
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*** This has been a terrible week for covid and other illness in school both amongst staff and children. We 
have positive covid cases in Foundation Stage, Finch Class, Owl Class, Dove Class and Kingfisher Class.  
Please, it is vital you monitor your children’s health – most cases are starting with very mild cold 
symptoms and no cough at all.  We are making the best plans that we can to keep all classrooms open next 
week. Please check the school website www.new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk after 6pm on Sunday 6th and if 
there are any changes or notifications they will be on there. If there is nothing new posted on the front 
page of our website all classes should come to school as normal.*** 
 
Covid Update following Government announcement that the legal duty to isolate after a positive test has 
been removed – The Department for Education and UKHSA (UK Health Support Agency) issued the following 
advice which contains this statement regarding attendance at school: 
 
Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting while they are 
infectious. They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms started (or the day their test was 
taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by another one the next day. If both these tests’ results are 
negative, they should return to their educational setting if they normally attend one, as long as they feel 
well enough to do so and do not have a temperature.  
If their day 5 LFD test result is positive, they can continue taking daily LFD tests until they receive 2 
consecutive negative test results.  
 
After School Club and Morning Club Bills – Paper copies for the February invoices were sent home via book 
bags this week and are in ParentPay. The deadline for paying these bills is Friday 11th March. Thanks. 
 
Future Events and Activities – Please check out and note dates of some future activities and events that we 
are planning. Many more details nearer the time.  Other trips and events are also in the pipeline! 
Friday 11th March Owls and Finches to Hogacre 
Friday 18th March – The photographer will be in school to take class group photos 
Friday 25th March Kingfishers to Hogacre 
Friday 25th March Robins to The Story Museum 
Monday 28th March, Wednesday 30th March & Tuesday 5th April 4.15 – 7.15pm Face to Face Parents Evenings 
Friday 1st April Doves to Hogacre  
Friday 8th April Easter Raffle (we’ll be asking for donations nearer the time) 
Wednesday 25th May Whole School and Families Picnic at SOAP Platinum Jubilee Celebration Event (save 
the date!) 
Thursday 16th June Reception – Year 6 School Trip to Cotswold Wildlife Park 
Saturday 25th June (provisional) date for our Summer Fete 
 
Driving Down Vicarage Road – please could all parents stop driving down Vicarage Road to drop off and 
collect children. Now that the on-street parking is permit holders only, there are more spaces to park in 
neighbouring roads so please park elsewhere and walk the last bit to school. 
 
Have a lovely weekend from Charlotte Haynes and The New Hinksey Team. 
 
Key Dates 
The term ends on Friday 8th April 2022 at 1.15pm after lunch. 
Easter Holiday is Monday 11th April – Friday 22nd April 2022 
 
Fantastic Minibeasts – Saturday 12th March 12 – 4pm at Oxford university Museum of Natural History, 
Parks Road, Oxford.  
Join in at the free, fun, family science fair celebrating the wonderful world of minibeasts including insects 
and spiders!  More info at: www.oum.ox.ac.uk  
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