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14th October 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
So many interesting activities going on this week – visitors, trips out, cooking, workshops – read all about it below! 
 
Harvest Festival – Our celebration on Tuesday was delightful. Thank you to all the classes for their contributions, to all 
the many visitors (I think it was the most we’ve ever had) and to all of the families who donated food items. There was 
a lovely big load to support families who are less fortunate than us and struggling to make ends meet. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – All the children really enjoyed baking bread on Monday, and we have linked this to our story 
telling this week of the ‘Little Red Hen’ story and our harvest song. Robins have been sorting using quantities of 1,2, 
and 3 and our shape of the week ‘circle, so we have had fun recreating Kandinsky’s circle painting. The Ducklings have 
continued exploring colour using Eric Carle’s ‘Brown Bear, Brown Bear’ story and are really joining in with the story. 
They have been playing lots of turn taking games too. 
Finches – We have enjoyed reading ‘The Gingerbread Man’ and comparing it to the ‘Kolobok, the bun on the run’ 
story, as well as exploring the feature of fairy tales. We have also been practising movement routines to help us 
remember our ‘red’ word spellings and revising ‘th’, ‘ng’ and ‘nk’ sounds. In maths we have been building on our 
addition and subtraction skills within 20. As part of our topic work, we have been designing and planning how to bake 
gingerbread men and we have continued to chart and record the weather.  
Owls – We really enjoyed practising our poem in the run up to the school harvest celebration and the staff are proud 
of how well we spoke on the day. In maths we have been comparing numbers using the greater than, less than and 
equals signs (> < =). In science we thought through how animals get their energy and learned to draw food chains to 
show this. We continue to focus well on our handwriting and the overall quality of our writing is improving.  
Doves – We have been learning about prehistoric beasts. We have found out lots of interesting mammoth facts and 
used thesauri to find new descriptive vocabulary. In maths we have learnt how to halve and double numbers and used 
these skills to answer word problems. In science we have found out about the different layers of soil in preparation for 
making our own soil composter. 
Woodpeckers – In maths we have been doing written methods for addition and subtraction and working on time. List 
poems have been the focus of our English work – reading, exploring, discussing and writing them. We are working on 
time in French and evaporation in science. We have deepened our knowledge of the Anglo-Saxons thanks to our 
expert visitor, Stuart Lee. Many thanks from Woodpecker Class! 
Kingfishers – We have started a ‘Black Lives Matter’ poetry unit in English which has raised interesting discussions 
around challenging poems linked to this theme. In maths we have used our knowledge of common factors and 
multiples to compare and find equivalent fractions. In art we had a go at drawing with one point perspective, popular 
with Renaissance artists who were inspired by the art of the Ancient Greeks. Year 6 children learnt so much during 
their Injury Minimisation Programme workshop on Thursday including basic first aid and resuscitation techniques. 
Year 6 Secondary Applications – Please don’t forget that applications must be submitted by 31st October.  
 
Year 5 and 6 Woodlands Residential – We will be holding an information meeting for parents, and the children going, 
on Tuesday 8th November at 3.15pm in the school hall. At the meeting we will explain specific details about the coach 
times, what to do with any medications needed, food, daily routines at the centre, sleeping arrangements, activities 
etc. and there will be an opportunity to ask questions. This week you will have received the medical and participation 
consent form, as well as a sandwich choice form, which we need back at the meeting at the latest. You have also 
received a kit list. The 3rd instalment of payment for the residential is due by 31st October please. 
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Foundation Stage Applications – If your child was born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019, they can 
start full time Reception in September 2023 and you can apply now via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk then go to ‘schools’ 
and ‘starting school’. Please encourage neighbours, friends and family to contact us for a show around the school. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Fri 21st October  Dove Class Sharing Assembly 9am start in hall Parents welcome 

Fr 21st October The first half of term ends at 3pm (FS and KS1)/3.05pm (KS2) After School Club as 
normal 

Mon 24th – Fri 28th 
October 

Half Term Holiday School closed 

Mon 31st October Inset day for Staff Training School closed to pupils 

Tues 1st November  Term starts at 8.40am for all children  

Tues 8th November  Woodlands Residential Meeting at 3.15pm In school hall 

 
Messy Church - On Thursday 27 October, 11am-1pm, St John’s Church New Hinksey is hosting Messy Church! In those 
two hours there will be all sorts of activities: crafts, snacks, singing, story telling, prayer, and a light lunch for children 
and (grand)parents/carers. There is no cost but numbers are limited so booking is essential by contacting Fr Thomas 
via revthomasfj@gmail.com. 
 
Night of the Living Saints - On Monday 31 October, Halloween or All Hallows Eve, St John’s Church New Hinksey is 
open to all from 5.30pm-7.30pm. Once inside you will find all sorts of saints and martyrs who will tell their life’s story, 
and there are refreshments and sweets for all at the end. Drop in at any time, and experience it for yourself! 
 
Pupil Photos – The deadline for returning orders to the school was today.  
 
After School Club and Morning Club – The bills for September are due for payment through ParentPay by tomorrow, 
15th October.  
 
Student Update Forms – Some children will have brought home another form. Please check, sign and return asap. We 
desperately need up to date contact information. 
 
Attendance – Thank you to all those families who inform us of the reason for their child’s absence. Towards the end of 
this term, we will be requesting meetings with the parents of any children whose attendance we are concerned about. 
 
Oxford Rugby Club is offering free rugby taster sessions at North Hinksey Park, OX2 0NA for boys and girls aged from 
5 to 11 on Sunday morning from 10:30 - 11:45. All abilities and experience are welcome. If you want to know any more 
about this, please email one of our dads on davidjhayter@hotmail.com . 
 
Support for Cost of Living Crisis – The following link takes you to a helpful set of information and signposting to advice 
and organisations which we hope you find useful if you have worries or are struggling in these difficult times.  
https://oxford.anglican.org/environment-and-social-justice/cost-of-living-crisis/support-for-individuals/  
 
Healthy Lunchboxes – It’s really important that your children’s lunchboxes are healthy for them and healthy for the 
environment. For a balanced diet, lunchboxes need fruit and vegetables, starchy foods, protein and dairy. Please try to 
base the meal around a staple carbohydrate such as bread, pastry, rice or pasta. Please try to use as little single use 
plastic as possible and encourage children to bring recyclable packaging home so that it can be rinsed and put in with 
your home recycling (yoghurt pots, tin foil, cartons etc.). Here are a few ‘rules’ about packed lunches. 

• Only 1 chocolate cake/biscuit/treat item please 

• If providing crisps, or similar snack, only 1 packet per lunch 

• No fizzy or sweetened drinks - fresh water is best 

• Every lunch box should include some fresh fruit or vegetable  

• No peanut butter or food items containing nuts please as we try to be nut free to keep all children safe 
 
With best wishes for a relaxing weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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