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21st October 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
It was lovely to finish this half of term with Doves’ delightful sharing assembly this morning. In Tuesday’s assembly we 
explored ‘faith’, both as another word for religion (e.g. some of the main world faiths are Islam, Judaism, Hinduism, 
Christianity and Sikhism) and faith as something non-religious that you believe and trust in (e.g. having faith in your 
football team trying their hardest to win their next match; having faith in your dog to come back to you when you call). 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – A busy week in Robins making our ‘pumpkin’ cakes and exploring the inside of a pumpkin. We 
made clay pinch pots and decorated them to make candle holders and created rangoli patterns to celebrate Diwali 
next week. In maths we have been exploring a square and using a 5-frame to represent numbers 1, 2, 3 in different 
ways. Robins have been doing some lovely writing to describe our colourful circle painting in the classroom. Ducklings 
have been having fun finding out about 2D shapes, reading ‘123 to the Zoo’ by Eric Carle and baking cakes too.** If 
your child cannot yet tie shoelaces please don’t send them to school in shoes they can’t manage themselves. Shoes 
with elastic, Velcro or zip fastenings are far easier to manage – many thanks. 
Finches – In English we have continued to work well on our phonics and have also created a story map of ‘The 
Gingerbread Man’ and rewritten the story of ‘Kolobok’. In maths we have worked on recognising similarities and 
differences in relation to shapes and symmetry as well as doing lots of practical counting with a 100 square and 
counting in 10s. We’ve also been busy baking gingerbread men, making lava lamps in jam jars, expanding our weather 
charts and starting an autumn leaf display. **Please could families help their children to do some reading of their 
school reading books over the half term and record this in their reading record book – thanks**  
Owls – Following on from the trip to Hogacre last Friday we have spent some time exploring insect life cycles in 
science. In art we have looked at the work of Andy Goldsworthy. His sculptures, produced from natural materials such 
as rocks, sticks and leaves, inspired us to make our own land art using conkers, seed cases and fallen leaves. In English 
we have enjoyed identifying rhymes in poems and creating our own rhyming strings. We have consolidated our 
understanding of place value in maths, representing tens and ones in different ways. **There will be no set homework 
over half term but do please continue to make reading with us a priority and recording in our reading records** 
Doves – We have enjoyed learning about Stonehenge. We built our own miniature versions of a ‘Biscuithenge’! The 
shortbread was the altar stone, the custard creams were the bluestones and the bourbons were the outer ring. It was 
a lot of fun. We have worked hard on our maths assessments and enjoyed preparing for our sharing assembly. 
Woodpeckers – In English we have been using expanded noun phrases in our poetry. We analysed place names to find 
out whether they were originally settled by Romans, Anglo-Saxons or Vikings. We completed our ‘Think Positive’ RHCE 
unit with a session called ‘Always Learning’. In science we investigated the evaporation of puddles in the playground 
and condensation on metal spoons! Thank you for all your great science work you have been doing at home. Everyone 
has tried hard in their maths assessments, and we have been going over tricky areas to improve our understanding. 
We have started embroidering a book-mark enthusiastically. Happy half term to everyone. 
Kingfishers – In English we have had a go at writing poems based on the theme of confronting, and weakening, ‘huge 
and terrible’ things. We have worked on our next steps in maths after an end of term assessment. In music we all 
managed to use musical notation to write down the ‘Canoe Song’ tune and then have a go at playing it in a round on 
the glockenspiels. We also improved our maths ‘Scratch’ quizzes in IT/Computing. 
Year 6 Secondary Applications – Please don’t forget that applications must be submitted by 31st October.  
 
Student Update Forms – Some children will have brought home another form. Please check, sign and return asap. 
We desperately need up to date contact information. 
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Year 5 and 6 Woodlands Residential – We will be holding an information meeting for parents, and the children going, 
on Tuesday 8th November at 3.15pm in the school hall. At the meeting we will explain specific details about the trip 
and there will be an opportunity to ask questions. You have already received the medical and participation consent 
form, as well as a sandwich choice form, which we need back at the meeting at the latest. You have also received a kit 
list. The 3rd instalment of payment for the residential is due by 31st October please. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Mon 24th – Fri 28th Oct Half Term Holiday School closed 

Mon 31st October Inset day for Staff Training School closed to pupils 

Tues 1st November  Term starts at 8.40am for all children  

Tues 8th November  Woodlands Residential Meeting at 3.15pm In school hall 

Fri 11th November Owls Sharing Assembly at 2.30pm in the hall Parents welcome 

 
Messy Church - On Thursday 27 October, 11am-1pm, St John’s Church New Hinksey is hosting Messy Church! In those 
two hours there will be all sorts of activities: crafts, snacks, singing, story telling, prayer, and a light lunch for children 
and (grand)parents/carers. There is no cost but numbers are limited so booking is essential by contacting Fr Thomas 
via revthomasfj@gmail.com. And Night of the Living Saints - On Monday 31 October, Halloween or All Hallows Eve, St 
John’s Church New Hinksey is open to all from 5.30pm-7.30pm. Once inside you will find all sorts of saints and martyrs 
who will tell their life’s story, and there are refreshments and sweets for all at the end. Drop in at any time and 
experience it for yourself! 
 
Morning and After School Club – Bills for October are being sent out and are also in ParentPay. Please pay promptly by 
11th November. 
 
Healthy Lunchboxes – Please limit chocolate, cake or treat items to just one in total, no more than one packet of 
crisps, always some fresh fruit or veg, fresh still water (no fizzy or sweetened drinks) and please NO PEANUT BUTTER or 
products containing nuts as we have children with nut allergies and want to keep them safe. Thank you. 
 
School Lunch Menu – We usually have a change of menu at this time of year. Due to supplier changes, the new menu 
has not yet been produced by ‘Food and More’ so we will be continuing with this menu until Christmas. You can now 
book and pay for meals up to Christmas via ParenPay. 
 
Message from the Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West Integrated Care Board (BOB ICB) 
Get your child aged five to 11 vaccinated against COVID-19 during the half term school holiday  
You can get your child aged five to 11 vaccinated against COVID-19 during the half term school holiday. This includes 
children aged five and over (who turned five on or before 31 August 2022) who will be offered first and 
second paediatric (child) doses of the vaccine, with at least 12 weeks between doses. Children who turned five on or 
after 1 September 2022 can only get a first and second dose of the vaccine if they are either at high risk due to a health 
condition or because of a weakened immune system, or living with someone who has a weakened immune system 
The NHS wants to support you to make an informed choice with more information available here COVID-19: A guide 
for parents of children aged 5 to 11 (publishing.service.gov.uk) . You can book an appointment via the National 
Booking Service  or by calling 119 for dedicated children’s clinics, including at The Kassam Stadium, Oxford 

  
Harvest Festival at Hogacre Common on Sunday 30th October, noon- 4pm, free entry and lots of fun activities. See the 
poster on the school website for full details. 
 
School Association - Please join us at the Duke of Monmouth on Thursday the 3rd of November at 8pm for the first 
New Hinksey School Association (PTA) meeting of the school year. We’ll use the opportunity to fill all vacant positions 
and plan fundraising/community events including Christmas. Any level of commitment welcome, whether it’s selling a 
few raffle tickets or chairing the school association - your help will make a difference! 
 
Don’t forget that school is closed next week as it is the half term holiday week and is also closed on Monday 31st 
October for staff training. We look forward to seeing all children back in school at 8.40am on Tuesday 1st November. 
 
Best wishes for a happy half term holiday from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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