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7th October 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
It has been a busy week in school, and we hope you enjoy reading the interesting class news below. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Robins have been printing with leaves and doing some amazing observational drawings of 
harvest vegetables. They have been learning two new songs for the harvest assembly next week. In maths we have 
been creating repeating patterns using colour, shape and natural objects. We have been retelling our favourite stories 
including the ‘Owl Babies’ story. Duckling’s colour of the week was yellow. They have been mixing yellow with other 
colours to make new ones. They have been reading ‘Rosie’s Walk’ and learning lots of new positional language. 
Finches – In English, we have been writing instructions for baking our story characters, which we made in DT. In 
phonics, we have continued to secure our set 2 sounds, green word sounding and spelling out, and played new word 
games using conkers. In maths, we have been learning about the properties of 2D shapes, while practising number 
bonds to 10 and 20, teen numbers, doubling, and 1 more than/less than a given number to 10 and 20. In science, we 
did a 'rain in a jar' experiment, where each child had a go at using a pipette to drop blue food colouring into shaving 
foam, in order to see how rain breaks through the clouds.  
Owls – We have really enjoyed reading as a class ‘The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark’ and predicting what will 
happen next! We have also continued to work on our owl fact books, including features such as subheadings, bullet 
points and pictures to go alongside the text. In maths the children have worked really hard at using Carroll diagrams to 
sort shapes and are now using them to sort animals in science.  
** Please note that next Friday, 14th October, Owl class will be walking to Hogacre. We will leave promptly after 
register in the morning and be back for school lunchtime. Please ensure your child wears appropriate clothing and 
brings a change of footwear in case it is wet or muddy. Thank you.** 
Doves – We have all thoroughly enjoyed learning about Skara Brae this week. We have researched How? When? and 
Why? In relation to the discovery of Skara Brae, how people lived and the mystery of ‘House Number 8’! We have 
created informative leaflets showing our findings. We had a successful planting, weeding and watering session at the 
school allotment. We have begun to find out about the amazing Mary Anning in science. 
Woodpeckers – In maths we have been working on calculating time intervals or multiplying. In English we have been 
reading and writing list poems or Kennings. We have been investigating changes made by heating and cooling in 
experiments featuring jelly and caramel bars and cake. As part of finding out about daily life in Anglo Saxon times we 
made pea soup and bread. In R.E. we learnt about some of the many Hindu gods.  
Kingfishers – We have finished improving and typing up extracts from the Odyssey and began to work on a 
performance poem for the harvest assembly. ‘Properties of Shape’ has been our main focus in maths this week so 
please ask your child about all the maths vocabulary we have been learning to describe polygons and angles. Our 
Ancient Greek pots have been finished and are now on display in the glass cabinet. They all look very authentic! The 
pond dipping and the identification activities at Hogacre were interesting and challenging for our science learning. 
 
Year 5 and 6 Woodlands Residential Meeting – We will be holding an information meeting for parents, and the 
children going, on Tuesday 8th November at 3.15pm in the school hall. At the meeting we will explain specific details 
about the coach times, what to do with any medications needed, food, daily routines at the centre, sleeping 
arrangements, activities etc (and give out a sheet with these details on) and there will be an opportunity to ask 
questions. Before half term you will receive a form to fill in with lots of details about your child which will be grateful if 
you would bring back to that meeting, filled in. You will also get a kit list before half term to help you think about 
clothing and packing.  

mailto:office.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk/


 

 

Year 6 Secondary Applications – Please don’t forget that applications must be submitted by 31st October.  
 
Foundation Stage Applications – If your child was born between 1st September 2018 and 31st August 2019, they can 
start full time Reception in September 2023 and you can apply now via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk then go to ‘schools’ 
and ‘starting school’. Please encourage neighbours, friends and family to contact us for a show around the school. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Tues 11th October  Harvest Festival Assembly in Church 2.15pm Families welcome 

Thurs 13th October  Year 6 Injury Minimisation Programme workshop in school  

Fri 21st October  Dove Class Sharing Assembly 9am start in hall Parents welcome 

Fr 21st October The first half of term ends at 3pm (FS and KS1)/3.05pm (KS2) After School Club as 
normal 

Mon 24th – Fri 28th 
October 

Half Term Holiday School closed 

Mon 31st October Inset day for Staff Training School closed to pupils 

Tues 1st November  Term starts at 8.40am for all children  

Tues 8th November  Woodlands Residential Meeting at 3.15pm In school hall 

 
Assemblies - It has been great to have regular weekly whole school assemblies together again in the school hall. We 
have been exploring ‘faith’ through having courage, perseverance and resilience. We have loved having our new parish 
priest, Father Thomas, lead some of these and he has delighted the children with his engaging stories and guitar 
playing. 
 
Harvest Festival – Our harvest assembly will take place on Tuesday 11th October at 2.15pm and we will be using St 
John’s Church as the venue so that parents and carers can come along too. During the assembly each class will present 
a little something (song, poem, artwork etc) about harvest, a bit like a sharing assembly. We are collecting HARVEST 
DONATIONS for the food bank this year. It would be lovely if each family could donate some non-perishable items 
such as tins of tuna, soup, rice pudding, custard, fruit; jars of jams and spreads, pasta sauces; boxes or packets of 
cereals, pasta, rice, biscuits, crackers, dried fruit; bottles of squash; cartons of long-life milk or long-life fruit juice; jars 
of coffee; boxes of tea bags… as some ideas. Please no fresh fruit and veg or homemade items and no tins of tomatoes 
or pulses. Children can bring the items in on Monday and Tuesday next week. Thank you for your support. 
 
Pupil Photos – Don’t forget that if you are returning the order for via school the completed forms and exact money (if 
not paying by card) need to be returned by Friday 14th October. Thank you.  
 
After School Club and Morning Club – The bills for September are due for payment through ParentPay by 15th 
October.  
 
Attendance – Thank you to all those families who inform us of the reason for their child’s absence. Towards the end of 
this term, we will be requesting meetings with the parents of any children whose attendance we are concerned about. 
 
Best wishes for a happy weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
 
 
 
There’s a free football taster session being held at Hinksey Park this Saturday from 10:00-11:15am for reception aged 
children - open to boys and girls and they can be beginners or experienced. They only need to bring a parent or carer 
and come in appropriate sporty clothing. 
 
 
 
Matthew Arnold School has an Open Morning on Tuesady 11th October running from 9am till 10.30am. Pre booking is 
required by emailing reception@maschool.org.uk and choosing an arrival time. 
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