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18th November 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
This week, as well as the fascinating class news below, we have some important news about staffing. After many years 
of teaching at New Hinksey, Miss Kilpatrick is leaving us at Christmas to return to museum and gallery work. We wish 
her all the best in the future and will say a proper goodbye at the end of term. We are delighted to say that Mr Joe 
Wilson will be joining us as the Woodpecker class teacher in January. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Our word of the week in Robins was ‘investigate’, so we have been finding out how ice got 
inside the balloons that appeared on Monday, watching to see which melted faster and why and then seeing what 
happened when we painted on ice! We have also been finding out about how to keep our teeth healthy and we are 
excited about our coca cola egg experiment and watching what happens. The Ducklings story this week was ‘Polar 
Bear, Polar Bear What Do You Hear?’. They have been painting polar bears and playing with fluffy polar bear slime! 
Thank you for all the generous donations of biscuits. 
Finches – Our phonic sounds this week have been ee/ea and oy/oi and in maths we have been learning how to use a 
ruler and we have measured objects around the classroom. In DT we designed and made clay porridge bowls for our 
toys inspired by ‘The Magic Porridge Pot’ and ‘Goldilocks and the Three Bears’. We have also learned more songs for 
our Christmas Nativity. Please could the yellow homework books stay at home until Wednesday each week as children 
are encouraged to practise their spellings regularly. Could parents please ensure that their child always has a full spare 
set of clothes at school – thank you. 
Owls – This week we finished writing our own ‘Little Red Riding Hood’ stories. Well done Owls for being so focussed on 
them. We particularly enjoyed reading them aloud to share some of our own twists to the usual tale! We have made 
clay wolves heads this week in art, using a variety of tools to add pattern and texture to our pieces. We are also 
continuing to enjoy using iPads in computing to research more about wolves. In maths we are learning how to describe 
position and direction, as well as rotating shapes. 
Doves – We have enjoyed peer marking and editing our ‘Amesbury Archer’ stories. We have learnt about Bronze Age 
housing and made our own houses. In music we have learnt ‘Strictly E’ and a duet on the glockenspiels which was a lot 
of noisy fun! Our gymnastics theme this week has been ‘flight’. We have used jumps and cartwheels in imaginative 
gymnastic sequences and have learnt lots of yoga positions.  
Woodpeckers – In English we continue to explore ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ and to learn about writing and 
punctuating speech. In maths some of us have been measuring weight or angles. Dissolving was the focus for our 
science learning this week. In RHCE (Relationships, Health and Citizenship Education) we compromised and 
collaborated on planning parties and writing songs. 
Kingfishers – We have enjoyed reading and discussing poetry on the theme of Space which links in with our current 
science topic. Looking and thinking more deeply about the stars and beyond has enhanced our understanding of our 
place in the universe! Our ‘loo roll solar system’ was a fun activity to model the relative sizes and distances between 
planets. For all of us the highlight of the week was the ‘Ancient Greek Life’ session at the Ashmolean, where we had 
the opportunity to handle objects which were 2500 years old, including an arrowhead. Thank you to Edward and 
Amelia G’s mothers for being parent helpers on that trip. 
 
Parents Evening – Thank you for signing up for appointments either on Tuesday 22nd November or Monday 28th 
November, 4pm – 7pm. We look forward to seeing you. Please keep to your allocated times – many thanks.  
 
Woodlands Residential – The final instalment is due for paying via ParentPay by 28th November – thank you. 
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School Association / PTA – There will be a zoom meeting on Thursday 24th, 8pm, to which all parents and carers are 
very welcome to join. We really need more parents to help keep the School Association, and the fundraising and social 
events that it organises, going. Zoom Meeting - zoom.us/join - Meeting ID: 860 000 2519 - Passcode: newhinksey 
 
Student Update Forms – 13 children will have brought home another form. Please check, sign and return asap. We 
desperately need up to date contact information. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Tues 22nd November  Parents Evening – appointments between 4pm and 7pm   

Wed 23rd November  Year 6s to Junior Citizen Event  

Thurs 24th November  Virtual School Association meeting at 8pm via Zoom 
zoom.us/join - Meeting ID: 860 000 2519 - Passcode: newhinksey 

All parents/carers 
welcome to join in 

Fri 25th November  Woodpecker Class Sharing Assembly at 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Mon 28th November  Parents Evening – appointments between 4pm and 7pm   

5th – 9th December Woodlands Residential Week (Yr 5 and Yr 6 participants)  

Tues 13th December  Yr 1 and Yr 2 Christmas Performance in hall at 2pm Parents welcome 

Fri 16th December  Foundation Stage Christmas Singing to Parents in hall at 2.30pm  

Tues 20th December  Christmas Lunch and a jolly seasonal visitor – ho ho ho 
END OF TERM at 1.30pm (please pick up children promptly) 

 
No After School Club 

Wed 4th January 2023 Spring Term Starts at 8.40pm  

  
Donations – We continue to need donations of glue sticks (Pritt stick style). We get through them so quickly and it 
would be greatly appreciated if families could donate a few. Thank you. 
 
Road Safety – Please impress on your children that, if you send them to school without an adult, they should wait on 
the pavements and stay still in one place whilst waiting for the gates to open. It is not acceptable for their own 
safety or for the sake of neighbours in local houses, or other legitimate road users, for groups of children to be 
racing up and down the road on scooters or bikes, holding running races or running off around the block, shouting 
and screaming.  Please suggest your child gets to school at 8.40am when the gates open rather than arriving early 
and using the streets as a playground. Thank you. 
 
Starting School in Reception in September 2023 - Foundation Stage Applications – If your child was born between 1st 
September 2018 and 31st August 2019, they can start full time Reception in September 2023 and you can apply now 
via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  then go to ‘schools’ and ‘starting school’. Please encourage neighbours, friends and family 
to contact us for a show around the school. If you child is currently in our nursery (Duckling) group, you also need to 
make an application for their school place as explained above. 
 
WEEKLY YOUTH CLUB at SOAP - Did you know SOAP runs a weekly youth club for secondary schoolers (Year 7s and 
upwards)?  It's a great way for young people to stay in touch with friends who may now be at different secondary 
schools.  All welcome!  Thursday evenings, 5.30-7.30pm, £2 donation on the gate.  Completed registration 
form required.  Email admin@soapoxford.org for more information.  
 
 
Best wishes for the weekend, 
 
Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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