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25th November 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
Despite the wet weather and drop in temperature we have had a good week in school with lots of interesting learning 
going on which you can read about below. The heating is now on at times to warm classes up, but we still ask that 
children wear plenty of layers so that they can regulate their clothing depending on whether they are inside or outside 
and also because we will not have the heaters on continuously and the thermostats will be set a little lower!  Thanks. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Robins have been exploring story telling using ‘The Hare and the Tortoise’ story this week. We 
have retold the story using a story map and then had a go at telling other stories too. In maths we have been looking at 
the composition of 5 and 5. We have read and discussed other Aesop’s fables, ‘The Boy Who Cried Wolf’ and ‘The Ant 
and the Grasshopper’. Monday’s Oxford Mail will have photos of our Robin Class in so do try to get hold of a copy. 
Ducklings have been using the story of ‘Beep Beep Vroom Vroom’ to explore patterns of language and colour. We have 
been doing lots of fine motor skill activities including threading and mark making. 
Finches – We have continued to make our descriptions more interesting with adjectives and we have also explored 
new fairy stories in story time. Our new set 3 sound has been ‘a-e’ as in date, cake, name. Maths learning has focussed 
on positional language, measuring objects, estimating quantity and doing place value activities with tens and ones 
apparatus. We have planned how to decorate our clay magic porridge pots with different materials in art and DT. 
Please can yellow homework books be brought in on Wednesday mornings so that children can continue to practise 
their spellings even if the other piece of homework is completed. Thanks. 
Owls – We have been busy measuring this week! We started off using non-standard units such as cubes, paperclips 
and dominoes before using a ruler to measure in centimetres and metre sticks to measure in metres. We also enjoyed 
using grams in science to measure the weight of the load different materials could hold. We were surprised to see how 
strong fleece material is and also straw when the strands are woven together. We are enjoying practising songs for the 
nativity production. We have also been learning what features to include when writing formal letters in English 
lessons. 
Doves – We have worked hard to develop our comprehension skills this week. Year 3s have retrieved information all 
about fossils whilst Year 4s have worked hard on their inference skills. We have all worked very well on telling the time 
in maths. In French we learnt how to say the alphabet and the names of animals. 
Woodpeckers – We have been preparing for our sharing assembly on Anglo-Saxons and Vikings which we hope you 
enjoyed on Friday afternoon. In maths this week we have been measuring, working with decimals or subtracting 3 digit 
numbers. In English we have been writing in role as Fishlegs and Snotlout and creating tension using adverbials. We 
have had a focus on thinking about ‘caring for our classmates’.  
Kingfishers – We have all written poems with personification – imagining that things in space are characters with 
personalities. In maths we have focused on converting units of measurement, including imperial and metric systems. 
On Wednesday the Year 6 children experienced the Junior Citizenship programme at Rewley Road fire station which 
was enjoyable and thought provoking. In D.T. we have begun to work on Ancient Greek clothing and accessories – if 
you have not done so already, please can you supply an old sheet for this session.  
 
Parents Evening – Thank you to parents that attended meetings with the teachers this week. There are further 
appointments on Monday (28th).  Please help the teachers stay on schedule by keeping to your allocated times – many 
thanks. The playground and office gates will be open from 3.55pm so please enter the school via the gate your child 
usually uses and make your way to their classroom.  
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Woodlands Residential – The final instalment is due for paying via ParentPay by 28th November. Payment must be 
made in full before your child goes – thank you. 
 
Extra Bank Holiday Following the Coronation of King Charles III – The Government have recently announced that 
there will be a national bank holiday on Monday 8th May 2023, after the Coronation Day which is Saturday 6th May. 
This means that schools will be closed on Monday 8th May and children should not come to school. The bank holiday 
on Monday 8th May falls on what would have been the first day of Year 6 SATs tests. SATs tests for Year 6 will still take 
place that week Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th. Please note that the extra holiday on 8th May is in addition to the bank 
holiday on Monday 1st May when schools will also be closed.  
 
Student Update Forms – There are still some families who have been given a third copy of the student update form 
but have still not returned it. Please check, sign and return asap. We desperately need up to date contact details. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Mon 28th November  Parents Evening – appointments between 4pm and 7pm   

Thurs 1st December School Association Meeting and AGM in School at 6.30pm All parents welcome 

5th – 9th December Woodlands Residential Week (Yr 5 and Yr 6 participants)  

Tues 13th December  Yr 1 and Yr 2 Christmas Performance in hall at 2pm Parents welcome 

Fri 16th December  Foundation Stage Christmas Singing to Parents in hall at 2.30pm  

Tues 20th December  Christmas Lunch and a jolly seasonal visitor – ho ho ho 
END OF TERM at 1.30pm (please pick up children promptly) 

 
No After School Club 

Wed 4th January 2023 Spring Term Starts at 8.40pm  

 
School Christmas Lunch and Santa Presents on Tuesday 20th December. *** If you would like your child to have 
Christmas lunch please pre-book in ParentPay for the meal on Tuesday 20th December. Book the meal that says plant 
based sausages for the traditional turkey lunch (i.e. The first tick box) and book falafel (the second tick box) for the 
vegetarian Christmas lunch. Please pre book by Monday 5th December and ensure there is money /credit in ParentPay 
to pay for it if you are a Key Stage 2 family who pay for lunches.  After the booking deadline of Monday 5th it will no 
longer be possible to book your child in for a Christmas lunch as the correct amount of food needs to be ordered in 
advance. Thank you.*** 
 
Donations – We continue to need donations of glue sticks (Pritt stick style). We get through them so quickly and it 
would be greatly appreciated if families could donate a few. Thank you. 
 
School Association / PTA – There will be a meeting and AGM on Thursday 1st December at 6.30pm here in school. 
Please do everything you can to attend as the role of the parent body School Association in fundraising to support the 
school and helping with social events is vital. 
 
Starting School in Reception in September 2023 - Foundation Stage Applications – If your child was born between 1st 
September 2018 and 31st August 2019, they can start full time Reception in September 2023 and you can apply now 
via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  then go to ‘schools’ and ‘starting school’. Please encourage neighbours, friends and family 
to contact us for a show around the school. If you child is currently in our nursery (Duckling) group, you also need to 
make an application for their school place as explained above. 
 
Weekly Youth Club at SOAP - Did you know SOAP runs a weekly youth club for secondary schoolers (Year 7s and 
upwards)?  It's a great way for young people to stay in touch with friends who may now be at different secondary 
schools.  All welcome!  Thursday evenings, 5.30-7.30pm, £2 donation on the gate.  Completed registration 
form required.  Email admin@soapoxford.org for more information.  
 
Action for Nature Club – learn about the environment and make your own stop – motion animation. Ages 7 -12 years, 
every Wednesday 3.30 – 5.30pm, starting Wednesday 30th November at SOAP (South Oxford Adventure Playground). 
This is a 4 week course and costs £14 per session. Register at http://tiny.cc/Action4Natureclub . 
 
Best wishes for the weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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