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9th December 2022 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
It has been an unusual week in school with a large group of the older children and three members of staff away in 
Wales on a residential week doing all sorts of adventurous activities such as high ropes, caving, canoeing and mountain 
walking. We look forward to welcoming them back this evening and, next week, hearing more about the trip. 
 
Please support the School Association with their Festive Cake/Bake Sale which will take place next week on Thursday 
15th December. Please donate cakes and cookies in the morning on Thursday 15th and they will be on sale at 3pm on 
the main playground. There will also be a Christmas Raffle with great prizes to be won. Tickets are £1 each, £5 per 
book. Don’t forget to return filled out ticket stubs and the correct money to the ticket sellers who will be by the school 
gates at drop off and pick up time. If you want to pay by card the ticket sellers will have the card machine available.  
  
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – The Robins have been having lots of festive fun this week. We have been making clay 
decorations, Christmas cards and drawing a map to help Father Christmas find his way to our homes. We did some 
writing about our Christmas wishes too! The children have been practising their songs for next week and are getting 
very excited about their performance. Ducklings have been doing lots of drawing and painting. We have been learning 
a song about ‘5 little Christmas Trees’ and sharing the story of ‘Dear Santa’. At this time of year there are lots of coughs 
and colds about. To help prevent the spread could we ask that you spend time at home showing your child how to 
blow their nose and dispose of the tissue. It is tricky and it takes time, so practise at home really helps - thank you. 
Finches – In phonics this week we used our puppet to help us work on and revise some set 3 and set 2 equivalent 
sounds. In maths we built upon our knowledge of place value with a variety of maths equipment and worked on 
ordering and writing ‘in between’ numbers. We have painted our clay magic porridge pots and have explored what 
happens to pondlife when water freezes over, and what happens to our bodies when we are cold. The children have 
been doing an excellent job rehearsing for the nativity performance of Babushka. 
Owls – The highlight of our week was the fire engine and fire officers’ visit. The officers brought all their kit and 
showed us around the engine. We all had a go at spraying water with a hose and we learnt how much the job has 
changed from just putting out fires to dealing with leaks and burst pipes, car accidents and stranded animals! In English 
we read a variety of Christmas themed stories, and we have played reasoning and problem-solving games in maths.  
Finch and Owl Parents - please remember to come to watch our performance at 2pm on Tuesday 13th, next week. 
The main playground gates will be open at 1.45pm and locked at 2pm so please arrive on time. 
Doves – In science the Year 4s have been learning about digestion. We did a messy, fun investigation using a plastic 
bag filled with mashed food which poured through a pair of tights (the oesophagus). We learnt a lot! Year 3s have 
enjoyed designing healthy, balanced meals and consolidating learning about food groups. We all had good fun in our 
music lesson using the recorders.  
Woodpecker hybrid class this week! - Children from Woodpeckers and Kingfishers have been the Dream Team this 
week working on putting on a play in a week. We have been exploring a short version of A Midsummer Night's Dream. 
We have watched a version of the play on C-beebies. We have learnt a famous song from the play and recorded it with 
the help of Mark.  We have created forest scenery and palace and house back drops. We have made excellent props. 
We made invitations to Duke Theseus' wedding to Hippolyta and posters advertising for work for the joiner, tailor and 
tinker in the play. We created beautiful programmes for our parents. We have helped each other to learn lots of 
Shakespeare by heart and have tried hard with our acting. Illness and absences have made the week complicated, but 
more comic. Miss K is very proud of the Dream Team. She hopes the audience enjoyed watching and that the Dream 
Team will enjoy learning more about Shakespeare's plays next year.  
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Morning Club and After School Club Payments – The bills for November have been sent home via book bags and are 
also in ParentPay. Please ensure they are paid by Friday 16th December. Thank you. 
 
Extra Bank Holiday Following the Coronation of King Charles III – The Government have recently announced that 
there will be a national bank holiday on Monday 8th May 2023, after the Coronation Day which is Saturday 6th May. 
This means that schools will be closed on Monday 8th May and children should not come to school. The bank holiday 
on Monday 8th May falls on what would have been the first day of Year 6 SATs tests. SATs tests for Year 6 will still take 
place that week Tuesday 9th to Friday 12th. Please note that the extra holiday on 8th May is in addition to the bank 
holiday on Monday 1st May when schools will also be closed.  
 
Student Update Forms – There are still some families who have been given a third copy of the student update form 
but have still not returned it. Please check, sign and return asap. We desperately need up to date contact details. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Tues 13th December  Yr 1 and Yr 2 Christmas Performance in hall at 2pm Parents welcome. The 
main playground gates 
will be open from 
1.45pm and will be 
locked at 2pm. Please 
arrive on time. 

Thurs 15th December  Christmas Cake/Bake Sale and Raffle 3pm – please send in cakes 
and cookies in the morning  

 

Fri 16th December  Foundation Stage Christmas Singing to Parents in hall at 2.30pm The Foundation Stage 
gate will be open from 
2.15pm and locked at 
2.30pm. Please arrive 
on time. 

Tues 20th December  Christmas Lunch and a jolly seasonal visitor – ho ho ho 
END OF TERM at 1.30pm (please pick up children promptly) 

 
No After School Club 

Wed 4th January 2023 Spring Term Starts at 8.40pm  

 
Donations – Items that we will gratefully receive, to keep our supplies topped up, are packets of A4 photocopying 
paper, red biros and green biros, packets of small erasers (rubbers). Thank you. 
 
Messy Church at St John’s, Saturday 10 December, 11am-1pm. Come and join us for two hours of fun, crafts, a snack, 
songs, Bible story, prayer, and a light lunch! Especially for children aged 3-11 with parents and carers, but all are 
welcome. Numbers are restricted, so sign up on a first-come, first-served basis via revthomasfj@gmail.com.  
 
Starting School in Reception in September 2023 - Foundation Stage Applications – If your child was born between 1st 
September 2018 and 31st August 2019, they can start full time Reception in September 2023 and you can apply now 
via www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  then go to ‘schools’ and ‘starting school’. Please encourage neighbours, friends and family 
to contact us for a show around the school. If your child is currently in our nursery (Duckling) group, you also need to 
make an application for their school place in 2023, as explained above. 
 
Weekly Youth Club at SOAP - Did you know SOAP runs a weekly youth club for secondary schoolers (Year 7s and 
upwards)?  It's a great way for young people to stay in touch with friends who may now be at different secondary 
schools.  All welcome!  Thursday evenings, 5.30-7.30pm, £2 donation on the gate.  Completed registration 
form required.  Email admin@soapoxford.org for more information.  
 
Best wishes for the weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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