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13th January 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
Despite the rather blustery and wet weather, we have had a great week in school.  The children are ‘buzzing’ with their 
new topics for the spring term. During assembly they shared some of the areas of learning that they are really enjoying 
so far this term and there was such a wide range from rainforests to surrealism, light to division, Anthony Browne 
books to using thermometers! This was part of our discussion around the school’s vision to ‘live life in all its fullness’. 
 
Punctuality at the Start of the School Day – The school gates open at 8.40am. Please could every family plan to arrive 
by 8.40am so that children are actually in classes by 8.45am.  Although we keep the gates open until 8.50am this is 
just for those who might, as a one off, have a problem with the journey to school. We will be closing and locking the 
gates promptly at 8.50am every day. Children who arrive after the gates have been locked will have to be brought to 
the school office door to gain entry and will be marked as late. Please help your child’s day start well by ensuring they 
are here ready to enter school at 8.40am. Arrival after 9am is unauthorised late and equates to a morning’s absence.  
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Robins have been retelling the story of ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ and listening to other Eric 
Carle stories this week, to inspire their collages that they are making with Sarah. We had a great PE lesson on 
Wednesday learning how to bounce a ball to a friend and then working as a team to move the balls from one end of 
the hall to the other. In maths we have been using our ‘5 frames’ to add groups together. The Ducklings have been 
story telling with ‘The Very Hungry Caterpillar’ too and matching groups of objects that show 1 to 5. 
Finch – We have been discussing the story events in the ‘Supertato’ books this week and writing an informal letter, 
addressing an envelope, and designing our own stamps. We have been doing lots of phonics learning including the 
sound pair oo/u-e (as in boot/tune). In maths we have been counting in ones and tens and learning to use a 100 square 
to bridge the 10s when counting less and more. In science we have been looking at how a thermometer works and 
what happens at different temperatures. We have been learning facts about England in geography and have made 
England flags. We continue to practise reciting our full name and address.  
Owls – We have really enjoyed exploring some of the characters in ‘Piggybook’ by Anthony Browne through hot 
seating and role play. In maths we are using known number bonds to work out other near number bonds and in 
science we have begun a topic on healthy living. The children have enthusiastically learnt about attacking and 
defending in P.E. and playing games where they have to mark another player. 
Doves – We are all enjoying reading and listening to the novels of Dick King Smith. We have used these to find clues 
about characters and to create our own character profiles. In science the Year 3s have begun a topic about light and 
the Year 4s have explored some tricky light investigations. We have become confident at asking for different foods in 
French and have started to plan our e-books in ICT. 
Woodpeckers – This week we’ve been learning about how to do mental division, why we should save rainforests, and 
what computer networks are. The first homework has gone out this week, due Monday. One of the optional extra 
tasks is catching worms, as we’re building wormeries on Wednesday. One of the children pointed out that it's harder 
to catch worms in winter as they burrow deeper underground, so I’ve advised the children to try doing it after it has 
rained. Apologies in advance if they dig up your gardens but it's all in the name of science! 
Kingfishers – We have enjoyed listening to the beginning chapters of ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’ and have 
explored formal and informal writing within it. In maths we have looked at place value in 6- and 7-digit numbers and 
used negative numbers in the context of temperature. We have been inspired by the pop art of American artist Roy 
Lichtenstein and produced our own ‘comic-style’ word art. Electricity is our current science topic and this week we 
have investigated batteries. Please note that this term’s homework can be accessed via Google Classroom. 
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Morning Club and After School Club Payments – The bills for December are due for payment by today, Friday 13th 
January. If you have not yet paid your bill, please do so straight away so that your children can continue to use their 
places without losing them – thank you. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Thursday 19th Jan Fish and chips lunch See info below 

Friday 20th Jan  Chicken pie or veggie chilli lunch (not fish and chips)  

Friday 27th Jan Finch Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Friday 27th Jan  Woodlands Group Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Friday 3rd Feb Owl Class Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Wednesday 8th Feb Woodpecker Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Mon 13th – Fri 10th Feb School closed for half term holiday week No school this week 

Wed 22nd Feb Dove Class to Ashmolean Museum  

Friday 10th March  Dove Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

13th – 17th March Science Week  

Friday 17th March Dove Class Sharing assembly in hall at 9am Parents welcome 

Friday 17th March Kingfisher Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Wednesday 22nd March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm Sign up sheets later in 
term Tuesday 28th March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm 

Friday 31st March End of term  

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th April School closed for Easter holiday  

 
School Lunch change next week on Thursday 19th January 2023 and Friday 20th  – On Thursday 19th January, there is a 
school census upon which some of our future funding is based. It is extremely important to us that as many children 
as possible who are entitled to free school meals either because they are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, or who are 
in older classes but in receipt of benefits related free school meals, actually take up their free school meal that day.  
Therefore, we will be having our most popular meal of fish and chips on Thursday 19th. We will ask the children on the 
day what their choice is but for the many of you that do pre book please follow these instructions: 
                                               For fish and chips please tick the chicken and leek pie box 

For cheese whirl and chips please tick the veggie chilli and rice box 
On Friday 20th the meal will be the chicken and leek pie and veggie chilli options, so we are just swapping over the two 
days. Thank you for helping us secure as much funding as possible. 
 
Parent Governor Vacancy – We have one vacancy for a parent governor on our Governing Body. Parent governors play 
a vital role on governing bodies, holding the unique position of having a parental viewpoint of the school. Governors 
need to be committed, have the inquisitiveness to question and analyse, and the willingness to learn. They need good 
interpersonal skills, an appropriate level of literacy and to be sufficiently numerate to understand basic data. 
Governors offer strategic guidance rather than getting involved in the operational aspects of the school.  In practical 
terms, the role of a governor requires attendance at full governing body meetings – usually six a year, one in each half 
term in the evening approx. 6.30pm till 8pm, and being on one of the two sub committees - approx. five meetings per 
year usually late afternoon/early evening e.g. 4.30 or 5 o’clock start for about an hour. If this is something you would 
like to nominate yourself for, please let Charlotte Haynes know by emailing (head.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk), by 
Monday 23rd January.  If there is more than one parent wanting to be a governor, then we can organise a ballot (vote) 
amongst all parents and carers with children at the school. 
 
Teacher Emails – Class teachers will endeavour to respond to emails within three working days. 

Foundation Stage Polly Hodgson phodgson@new-hinskey.oxon.sch.uk 

Finch Miss Laufer klaufer@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Owl Miss Cooper fcooper@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Dove Mrs Tucker rtuc1220@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Woodpecker Mr Wilson jwilson@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Kingfisher Mrs Helen Nash hnas4139@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Best wishes for a happy weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey team. 
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