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20th January 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
We have enjoyed another busy week of learning in school. Thank you to those families who have made an effort to be 
here ready for coming in through the gates when they open at 8.40am.  
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – The Robins have all now made some wonderful collages using inspiration from Eric Carle. We 
have watched a live film of a caterpillar turning into a butterfly and talked about lifecycles. We are working hard to 
blend the sounds we are learning to read and write. Please help us practise these skills by sharing our reading books at 
home with us regularly. Next Wednesday afternoon we are going to start our ‘Welly Walks’ to New Hinksey Park. 
Please make sure your child has suitable walking shoes and a warm, waterproof coat, plus hat and gloves if it is cold.  
Finch – We have been continuing our letter writing project by introducing and practising our editing skills in English. 
We have also been working on questioning skills each day by thinking of questions to ask in response to a series of 
letters between a fictional child and teacher about a whale in the garden! In maths we have been working on addition 
and subtraction number bonds. Our phonic focus sound of the week has been ‘oo’ as in food and ‘u-e’ as in huge.  
Owls – This week we did a fun science experiment using pepper, water and soap. The pepper acted as ‘germs’ and it 
stuck to our fingers! When we dipped our fingers in soap though all the pepper particles were repelled. This linked well 
to our history topic on famous Victorians as we’ve been learning about how Florence Nightingale improved hospital 
hygiene and conditions, saving many lives. In English we’ve had a focus on learning spelling patterns for past tense 
verbs and in maths we have been finding the difference between two 2-digit numbers. 
Doves – We have focussed on developing our skills to describe setting and characterisation. We have looked at the 
‘story mountain’ planning and have started to write the first draft of our animal stories. We have designed animal 

masks and have enjoyed papier mâchéing balloons in preparation for making the masks. We have been practising our 

French by asking for, and enjoying eating, brie, croissants and baguettes. We also made citron pressé which was 
delicious. In maths we have become more accurate adding and subtracting larger numbers. 
Woodpeckers – This week in Woodpeckers we’ve been problem solving in maths, storyboarding rainforest 
documentaries in geography, and researching worms (and finding out why Charles Darwin thought they were so 
amazing) in science. This Sunday the Pitt Rivers Museum is hosting a completely free event on the Year of the Rabbit. 
There will be crafts, colouring, calligraphy and maybe even a dancing dragon (at 11:00, 13:00 and 15:00). 
Kingfishers – We have used ideas from ‘Percy Jackson’ to revise lots of grammar including: expanded noun phrases, 
modal verbs, relative clauses and the subjunctive form. (Ask your child to give you an example of each!). In maths Year 
5s have focussed on using FROG to subtract and Year 6s have explored ‘BIDMAS’ mixed calculations. We managed to 
create some wonderful Andy Warhol multi-images in Google slides, which developed both our art and IT skills. 
Homework is on Google Classroom. 
 
Days off school add up to lost learning - We are committed to ensuring that your child receives the best possible 
education to prepare them for the next stage of their life.  Each school day is carefully planned, and each lesson 
informs a wider programme of learning.  Therefore, every lesson really does count.  Your child is a valued member of 
our school and every day missed adds up to lost learning for them. There are 190 school days each year, and 175 non 
school days a year to spend on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household events and other appointments. 
Research evidence shows that children who have attendance of 90% or below (that’s 19 days off school in a year) 
find it harder to make progress and are less likely to be successful in secondary school. Please don’t let your child 
miss out on the education they deserve for anything other than them being too ill for school. Thank you. 
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Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Friday 27th Jan Finch Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Friday 27th Jan  Woodlands Group Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome – 
gate open at 2.20pm 
and closed at 2.30 
prompt. 

Friday 3rd Feb Owl Class Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Wednesday 8th Feb Woodpecker Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Mon 13th – Fri 10th Feb School closed for half term holiday week No school this week 

Wed 22nd Feb Dove Class to Ashmolean Museum  

Friday 10th March  Dove Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

13th – 17th March Science Week  

Friday 17th March Dove Class Sharing assembly in hall at 9am Parents welcome 

Friday 17th March Kingfisher Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Wednesday 22nd March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm Sign up sheets later in 
term Tuesday 28th March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm 

Friday 31st March End of term  

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th April School closed for Easter holiday  

 
Parent Governor Vacancy – We have one vacancy for a parent governor on our Governing Body. Parent governors play 
a vital role on governing bodies, holding the unique position of having a parental viewpoint of the school. Governors 
need to be committed, have the inquisitiveness to question and analyse, and the willingness to learn. They need good 
interpersonal skills, an appropriate level of literacy and to be sufficiently numerate to understand basic data. 
Governors offer strategic guidance rather than getting involved in the operational aspects of the school.  In practical 
terms, the role of a governor requires attendance at full governing body meetings – usually six a year, one in each half 
term in the evening approx. 6.30pm till 8pm, and being on one of the two sub committees - approx. five meetings per 
year usually late afternoon/early evening e.g. 4.30 or 5 o’clock start for about an hour. If this is something you would 
like to nominate yourself for, please let Charlotte Haynes know by emailing (head.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk), by 
Monday 23rd January.  If there is more than one parent wanting to be a governor, then we can organise a ballot (vote) 
amongst all parents and carers with children at the school. 
 
Teacher Strikes – I expect that many of you have heard or read about future strikes and possible school closures on 
certain days, the first date being Wednesday 1st February.  There are a number of different unions that school staff can 
be members of. Currently it is only one union (NEU) that has a legal mandate to ask its members to strike. There is a lot 
of information and guidance coming into school and decisions to be made based on each school’s specific 
circumstances. It is currently unlikely that this school will be closed on 1st February. 
 
Punctuality at the Start of the School Day – The school gates open at 8.40am. Please could every family plan to arrive 
by 8.40am so that children are actually in classes by 8.45am.  We will be closing and locking the gates promptly at 
8.50am every day. Children who arrive after the gates have been locked will have to be brought to the school office 
door to gain entry and will be marked as late. Please help your child’s day start well by ensuring they are here ready 
to enter school at 8.40am. Arrival after 9am is unauthorised late and equates to a morning’s absence.  
 
Teacher Emails – Class teachers will endeavour to respond to emails within three working days. 

Foundation Stage Polly Hodgson phodgson@new-hinskey.oxon.sch.uk 

Finch Miss Laufer klaufer@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Owl Miss Cooper fcooper@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Dove Mrs Tucker rtuc1220@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Woodpecker Mr Wilson jwilson@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Kingfisher Mrs Helen Nash hnas4139@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 
Wishing everyone a lovely weekend and happy Chinese new year from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey team. 
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