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6th January 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
Welcome back to the new school term and a very happy 2023 to you all. The children have been excited to come back 
and see their friends and the term has started well. We warmly welcome Mr Joe Wilson to our staff team, teaching in 
Woodpecker Class. There are different topics across the school, so we hope you enjoy hearing about these in the 
‘News from Classes’ section below. To see more details of the curriculum for this term, do please go to the curriculum 
area of the school website where you will find a great deal of information. 
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – It was lovely to see all the children again this week. They seem well rested and happy to be 
back. We have made a start to our Amazing Authors topic this term by exploring and discussing what an ‘author’ and 
an ‘illustrator’ do. Ducklings have been exploring their five senses although they are not so keen on using their sense of 
smell to find out what Polly had hidden in some ‘mystery’ pots! 
Finch – We are very excited to be back for the new term. Our topic is 'Superheroes unite', which will be explored in a 
variety of contexts across the curriculum. In English, we started to explore letter writing, in order to thank our 
Christmas Elf for all of the fun and to describe our individual experiences of our school play, not forgetting to draw our 
costumes using our lovely post-show class photo, as Elf wasn't able to attend and wants to know all about it! We also 
began to read our first superhero themed book, 'Supertato'. In maths, we have worked on counting forwards and 
backwards, revising shape properties and reading our thermometer to gauge the change in weather. We have started 
to discuss materials in science. 
Owls – It was great to see everyone again after the holidays and share stories. This term our focus in English is 
exploring Anthony Browne books. We began with ‘Through the Magic Mirror’ and we enjoyed the idea of being 
transported to another world! Alongside this we are learning about surrealism in art. In maths we have been recapping 
adding with tens and ones and have explored using calculators. 
Doves – We have begun our ‘Brilliant Books’ topic by learning about our first author, Dick King-Smith. We have 
researched and written fact files. Did you know that he had five different jobs and wrote over 130 books? In maths 
Year 3s worked hard on ordering tricky numbers whilst Year 4s have multiplied and divided by 10 and 100. We all 
enjoyed our first dance P.E. lesson all about samba. We learnt some basic steps and are devising our own routines. 
Woodpeckers – Mr Wilson has been warmly welcomed by all of the wonderful Woodpecker class, and the first few 
days back have been really useful for him to get to know everyone. In English we wrote a letter to Mr Wilson all about 
ourselves and started rainforest fact files in preparation for this term's theme. In maths we’ve primarily been looking 
at multiplication and division with decimals. In art we’ve been drawing our new classroom plants and starting 
rainforest scenes that we’re going to decorate the class with. Our PE lessons are now on Mondays and Tuesdays. 
Kingfishers – It has been lovely to welcome the class back and exchange news about our holiday adventures. Our focus 
has been to introduce one of the key texts for our Brilliant Books Topic – ‘Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief’. We 
used excellent cooperation skills to research and present information about different Greek Gods, which will provide 
useful background knowledge to our reading of the book. In maths we have looked at strategies to solve word 
problems. From next week our timetable changes a bit and we will be having PE with sports coaches on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays which we are looking forward to. 
 
Morning Club and After School Club Payments – The bills for December are in ParentPay and are due for payment by 
the Friday 13th January. Please ensure that they are paid on time so that your children can continue to use their places 
without losing them – thank you. 
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Thank You – On behalf of all the staff we would like to say thank you so much for your generous Christmas good 
wishes, cards and gifts at the end of last term. It is heart-warming of you to show your appreciation in this way and 
delightful when the children have written their own cards and messages to us. Miss Kilpatrick especially asked that we 
pass on her thanks for your leaving presents and cards to her, and to say how touched she was by your messages. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Thursday 19th Jan Fish and chips lunch See info below 

Friday 20th Jan  Chicken pie or veggie chilli lunch (not fish and chips)  

Friday 27th Jan Finch Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Friday 27th Jan  Woodlands Group Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Friday 3rd Feb Owl Class Sharing Assembly 2.30pm in hall Parents welcome 

Wednesday 8th Feb Woodpecker Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Mon 13th – Fri 10th Feb School closed for half term holiday week No school this week 

Wed 22nd Feb Dove Class to Ashmolean Museum  

Friday 10th March  Dove Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

13th – 17th March Science Week  

Friday 17th March Dove Class Sharing assembly in hall at 9am Parents welcome 

Friday 17th March Kingfisher Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Wednesday 22nd March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm Sign up sheets later in 
term Tuesday 28th March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm 

Friday 31st March End of term  

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th April School closed for Easter holiday  

 
School Lunch on Thursday 19th January 2023 – On Thursday 19th January, which is the week after next, there is a 
school census upon which some of our future funding is based. It is extremely important to us that as many children 
as possible who are entitled to free school meals either because they are in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2, or who are 
in older classes but in receipt of benefits related free school meals, actually take up their free school meal that day.  
Therefore, we will be having our most popular meal of fish and chips on Thursday 19th. We will ask the children on the 
day what their choice is but for the many of you that do pre book please follow these instructions: 
                                               For fish and chips please tick the chicken and leek pie box 

For cheese whirl and chips please tick the veggie chilli and rice box 
On Friday 20th the meal will be the chicken and leek pie and veggie chilli options, so we are just swapping over the two 
days. Thank you for helping us secure as much funding as possible. 
 
Donations – Items that we will gratefully receive, to keep our supplies topped up, are packets of A4 photocopying 
paper and packets of small erasers (rubbers). Thank you. 
 
Parent Governor Vacancy – We have one vacancy for a parent governor on our Governing Body. Parent governors play 
a vital role on governing bodies, holding the unique position of having a parental viewpoint of the school. Governors 
need to be committed, have the inquisitiveness to question and analyse, and the willingness to learn. They need good 
interpersonal skills, an appropriate level of literacy and to be sufficiently numerate to understand basic data. 
Governors offer strategic guidance rather than getting involved in the operational aspects of the school.  In practical 
terms, the role of a governor requires attendance at full governing body meetings – usually six a year, one in each half 
term in the evening approx. 6.30pm till 8pm, and being on one of the two sub committees - approx. five meetings per 
year usually late afternoon/early evening e.g. 4.30 or 5 o’clock start for about an hour. If this is something you would 
like to nominate yourself for, please let Charlotte Haynes know by emailing (head.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk), by 
Monday 23rd January.  If there is more than one parent wanting to be a governor, then we can organise a ballot (vote) 
amongst all parents and carers with children at the school. 
 
Term Dates for 2023 – 2024 are now posted on the school website. Please look at these and make sure any holiday 
bookings you are making in advance do not fall in term time so that your child does not miss any school. Thank you. 
 
Best wishes for a happy weekend from Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey team. 
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