
 

New Hinksey CE Primary School 
Vicarage Road Oxford  OX1 4RQ 

Tel: 01865 242169   Fax: 01865 242169 

Email: office.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

Website: www.new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk 

 

Headteacher: Mrs Charlotte Haynes 

 

 

 

 

                                              

 

 

3rd February 2023 
 
Dear Parents, Pupils, Staff, Governors and Friends of the School, 
 
We hope you enjoy reading the fascinating news from the classes below. There is such a colourful and diverse range of 
learning and activities going on. Although I’m lucky enough to see what’s going on in classes each day, its always lovely 
to read it as it goes in the newsletter and reflect on how much is accomplished each week.  
 
News from Classes 
Robins and Ducklings – Robins worked in pairs this week to create a story map, adding all the characters and then 
retelling the story to one another, We have also used John Burningham’s story ‘The Shopping Basket’ to explore more 
and less. We have discussed 999 and when we would need to call those people who help us. Ducklings have been using 
the story ‘Fish Patterns’ to explore and create repeating patterns in lots of different ways. 
Finches – Our new sound in phonics this week is ‘-are’ as in care and share. We made and decorated a question wall 
inspired by a series of letters between a fictional teacher and a pupil about a whale. We also finished writing up, in our 
best handwriting, letters to the elf and they are beautifully displayed outside the classroom for the rest of the school 
to see. In maths we explored money: handling coins and finding different ways to make a given amount.   
Owls – We have been learning about telling the time in maths. We thought about how long different activities take 
and have learned to draw different times on an analogue clock (o’clock, half past, quarter to, quarter past). Over the 
weekend it would be great to discuss with your child how long everyday activities take. In English we have explored 
Anthony Browne’s series of books where Willy is the main character, especially focusing on identifying adverbs. The 
children have also worked so hard rehearsing for their sharing assembly. We hope you enjoyed it. 
Doves – This week we have had lots of fun using dictionaries to look up spellings and discover new words. We have 
completed our writing assessments and are proud of the progress we have all made. In R.E., learning has all been 
about Hinduism. We have listened to stories such as ‘King Shibi and the Dove’ and ‘Shravan’ and found out about the 
five daily duties of a Hindu. In science year 3s have had enjoyed finding out about mirrors and mirror writing, and Year 
4s have created a presentation about the eye and how it works. To complete our Dick King Smith author study, we will 
be watching ‘The Water Horse’, a film version of one of his stories. It is categorised as a PG film. Please let Mrs Tucker 
know if you do NOT want your child watch this. It is a story about a young boy discovering a mysterious egg. 
Woodpeckers – This week we’ve been writing up our rainforest stories on computers so we can make a class book, 
eating rainforest foods in geography, and finding out about equivalent fractions and decimals. On Wednesday 8th 
February our class will be walking to Hogacre Common for a short trip (weather permitting) so please make sure the 
children have coats and suitable footwear that day. 
Kingfishers – We have been writing explanation texts in role, using events from ‘Percy Jackson’. In maths, Year 5s have 
been reflecting shapes using coordinate grids and Year 6s have interpreted and constructed pie charts. During our final 
session on electricity in science we were able to build circuits using circuit diagrams, making predictions about how 
they would work. 
 
After School Club and Morning Club Bills – The invoices for January have gone home via book bags this week and are 
also in ParentPay.  The deadline for paying these is Friday 17th February. 
 
New School Lunch Menu – The lunch menu is changing from after half-term. There are lots of new and exciting dishes 
plus the old favourites of pizza, roasts and fish and chips. The new menus will be available in ParentPay for looking at 
and prebooking over the half term holiday. Please also top up your accounts, if you pay, so that there is credit. 
 

mailto:office.3213@new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk
http://www.new-hinksey.oxon.sch.uk/


 

 

Nut Free School – Please can everyone help us to keep all our children safe and NOT send any food into school that 
contains nuts so that there is no risk of serious allergic reaction. This means children should not have peanut butter 
sandwiches, other food items that contain nuts or bring nuts to nibble as part of their packed lunch. Thank you.  
 
Messy Church - On Saturday 4 February, 11am-1pm, at St John’s Church we will have our next Messy Church. All 
children welcome for a free 2-hour time full of crafts, fun, singing, Bible story, and light lunch. Do bring a parent/carer, 
and inquiries with Fr Thomas via revthomasfj@gmail.com. All activities to do with Valentine’s Day and Candlemas. Do 
wrap up warmly as the church heating just broke, but you’ll be ‘warmly’ welcome anyway! Rev Thomas Fink-Jensen. 
 
Assemblies and Our Current Value – Our value for February is ‘love’ and Father Thomas introduced this through 
exploring compassion. His assembly contained an extremely engaging telling of the ‘Good Samaritan’ story which had 
the children spellbound. We shall continue to think about ‘love’ in further assemblies.  
Thank you to Owl Class who led a delightful sharing assembly on Friday afternoon – what a lot of varied learning they 
have done: Anthony Browne books, surrealism in art and Florence Nightingale. Lovely song about nurses too! 
 
Days off school add up to lost learning - We are committed to ensuring that your child receives the best possible 
education to prepare them for the next stage of their life.  Each school day is carefully planned, and each lesson 
informs a wider programme of learning.  Therefore, every lesson really does count.  Your child is a valued member of 
our school and every day missed adds up to lost learning for them. There are 190 school days each year, and 175 non 
school days a year to spend on family time, visits, holidays, shopping, household events and other appointments. 
Research evidence shows that children who have attendance of 90% or below (that’s 19 days off school in a year) 
find it harder to make progress and are less likely to be successful in secondary school. Please don’t let your child 
miss out on the education they deserve for anything other than them being too ill for school. Thank you. 
 
Future Dates, Events and Activities  

Date Event Notes 

Wednesday 8th Feb Woodpecker Class visit to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Mon 13th – Fri 17th Feb School closed for half term holiday week No school this week 

Wed 22nd Feb Dove Class to Ashmolean Museum  

Friday 10th March  Dove Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

13th – 17th March Science Week  

Friday 17th March Dove Class Sharing assembly in hall at 9am Parents welcome 

Friday 17th March Kingfisher Class to Hogacre (weather permitting)  

Wednesday 22nd March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm Sign up sheets later in 
term Tuesday 28th March  Parents’ Evening between 4pm and 7pm 

Friday 31st March End of term  

Mon 3rd – Fri 14th April School closed for Easter holiday  

 
 
Wishing everyone a happy and restful weekend, 
 
Charlotte Haynes and the New Hinksey Team 
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